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MONDAY

SUNDANCE COVERAGE

Get Twitter updates from
Globe movie critic Wesley

Morris with updates from the
Sundance Film Festival at
www.boston.com/films.

TUESDAY

CELEBS IN BOSTON

See a photo gallery of
where local notables like

to eat, drink, and explore in the
Hub. Check out
www.boston.com/thingstodo.

WEDNESDAY

HASTY PUDDING

To see a photo gallery of
actresses who were

honored at Hasty Pudding, go to
www.boston.com/ae.

THURSDAY

WARM THINGS UP

Get ideas on unique ways
to warm things up at

www.boston.com/thingstodo.

FRIDAY

CELEBRITY TWEETS

Boston.com is following
the latest celebs on

Twitter. To see their
up-to-the-minute tweets, go to
www.boston.com/ae/celebrity.
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Like a lot of
kids her age,
Phoebe Prince
was a swan,
always beauti-
ful and some-
times awk-
ward.

Last fall, she moved from
Ireland into western Mas-
sachusetts, a new town, a
new high school, a new coun-
try, a new culture. She was
15, when all that matters is
being liked and wearing the
right clothes and just fitting
in.

She was a freshman and
she had a brief fling with a
senior, a football player, and
for this she became the target
of the Mean Girls, who de-
cided then and there that
Phoebe didn’t know her place
and that Phoebe would pay.

Kids can be mean, but the
Mean Girls took it to another
level, according to students
and parents. They followed
Phoebe around, calling her a
slut. When they wanted to be
more specific, they called her
an Irish slut.

The name-calling, the
stalking, the intimidation
was relentless.

Ten days ago, Phoebe was
walking home from school
when one of the Mean Girls
drove by in a car. An insult
and an energy drink can
came flying out the car win-
dow in Phoebe’s direction.

Phoebe kept walking, past
the abuse, past the can, past
the white picket fence, into
her house. Then she walked
into a closet and hanged her-
self. Her 12-year-old sister
found her.

You would think this
would give the bullies who
hounded Phoebe some pause.
Instead, they went on Face-

book and mocked her in
death.

They told State Police de-
tectives they did nothing
wrong, had nothing to do
with Phoebe killing herself.

And then they went right
back to school and started
badmouthing Phoebe.

ºSuicide prompts school to
confront bullying. B1

They had a dance, a cotil-
lion, at the Log Cabin in Hol-
yoke two days after Phoebe’s
sister found her in the closet,
and some who were there say
one of the Mean Girls
bragged about how she
played dumb with the detec-
tives who questioned her.

Last week, one of the
Springfield TV stations sent a
crew to South Hadley High to
talk to the kids.

One girl was interviewed
on camera, and she said what
was common knowledge: that
bullies were stalking the cor-
ridors of South Hadley High.

As soon as the TV crew was
out of sight, one of the Mean
Girls came up and slammed
the girl who had been in-
terviewed against a locker
and punched her in the head.

The Mean Girls are pretty,
and popular, and play sports.

So far, they appear to be
untouchable, too.

South Hadley is a nice,
comfortable middle-class
suburb that hugs the Con-
necticut River nearby and a
certain attitude.

‘‘Things like this aren’t
supposed to happen in South
Hadley,’’ said Darby O’Brien,
a high school parent, wonder-
ing why the bullies who tor-
mented Phoebe are still in
school. ‘‘And so instead of
confronting the evil among

us, the reality that there are
bullies roaming the corridors
at South Hadley High, people
are blaming the victim, look-
ing for excuses why a 15-year-
old girl would do this. People
are in denial.’’

School officials say there
are three investigations going
on. They say these things take
time.

That doesn’t explain why
the Mean Girls who tortured
Phoebe remain in school,
defiant, unscathed.

‘‘What kind of message
does this send to the good
kids?’’ O’Brien asked. ‘‘How
many kids haven’t come for-
ward to tell what they know
because they see the bullies
walking around untouched?’’

They were supposed to
hold a big meeting on Tues-
day to talk about all this, but
now that’s off for a couple of
weeks.

O’Brien is thinking about
going to that meeting and
suggesting that they have the
kids who bullied Phoebe look
at the autopsy photos.

‘‘Let them see what a kid
who hung herself looks like,’’
he said.

Last week, Phoebe was
supposed to visit Ireland,
where she grew up, and she
was excited because she was
going to see her father for the
first time in months.

She did end up going back
to Ireland after all, and when
her father saw her she was in
a casket.

Phoebe’s family decided to
bury her in County Clare.
They wanted an ocean be-
tween her and the people who
hounded her to the grave.

Kevin Cullen is a Globe
columnist. He can be reached
at cullen@globe.com.

Kevin Cullen

The untouchable Mean Girls

State of the Union with John
King. Topics: Upset in Massachu-
setts in the race for Senate; the
2010 landscape; the Obama ad-
ministration; John Edwards pa-
ternity scandal. Guests: Senators
Robert Menendez of New Jersey,
Orrin Hatch of Utah, and Rich-
ard Shelby of Alabama; David Ax-
elrod, White House adviser; poll-
sters Celinda Lake and Neil
Newhouse; Barry Levine, execu-
tive editor of the National En-
quirer. (CNN)

This Week. Terry Moran is
guest host. Topics: How will the
president and the Democratic
Party move forward after the Re-
publican victory in the special
election in Massachusetts? Presi-
dent Obama’s first year; the
stalled health care agenda.
Guests: David Axelrod, White
House adviser; Senators Jim De-
Mint of South Carolina and Rob-
ert Menendez of New Jersey.
Matthew Dowd, Republican
strategist. Roundtable panelists

include George Will, Cokie Rob-
erts, and Sam Donaldson. 9 a.m.
(5)

Fox News with Chris Wal-
lace. Topics: A little-known state
senator from Massachusetts
scores a major upset. How will
the Obama administration re-
group? Wallace and his guests
will handicap the most hotly con-
tested races in 2010. Guests:
Robert Gibbs, White House press
secretary; Senator John Cornyn
of Texas. 9 a.m. (25)

The Newsmakers. Topics: Re-
publican strategy to increase
Senate seats in the midterm elec-
tions; the Supreme Court’s cam-
paign finance decision; and how
Republicans plan to address Sen-
ate legislative issues now that US
Senator-elect Scott Brown is
about to take his seat. Guests:
Senator John Cornyn of Texas,
National Republican Senatorial
Committee chairman. 10 a.m. (C-
Span)

Face the Nation with Bob

Schieffer. Guests: Senators John
McCain of Arizona and Richard
Durbin of Illinois; CBS News’
Nancy Cordes and Jan Crawford.
10:30 a.m. (4)

Meet the Press. Topics:
What’s the future for reform
now? What else does the Repub-
lican win of Ted Kennedy’s seat
mean for the Obama agenda and
the Democrats in 2010? What
can we expect to hear from the
president in his upcoming State
of the Union address? Guests:
Valerie Jarrett, President Oba-
ma’s senior adviser, and Senator
Mitch McConnell of Kentucky,
minority leader. 

The Chris Matthews Show.
Topics: How should President
Obama interpret the seismic
shift in Massachusetts? Why has
Obama’s support among whites
collapsed? Guests: David Brooks,
New York Times columnist; Sa-
vannah Guthrie, NBC News
White House correspondent;
Clarence Page, Chicago Tribune

columnist; Kathleen Parker,
Washington Post columnist. 11
a.m. (5)

This Week In Business. Top-
ics: Impact of Scott Brown’s vic-
tory on business and economic
issues; future of health care re-
form; campaign finance reform
overturned; State of the Com-
monwealth address; change at
Fidelity. Guests: Jim Brett, New
England Council president; and
Ruth Ellen Fitch, Dimock Com-
munity Center chief executive.
12:30 p.m. (NECN) 

Fareed Zakaria GPS. Topics:
Haiti; Obama foreign policy;
Massachusetts senate vote; Oba-
ma year one and beyond. Guests:
Zbigniew Brzezinski, former na-
tional security adviser; Robert
Caro, author, ‘‘The Years of Lyn-
don Johnson’’; Sam Tanenhaus,
author, ‘‘The Death of Conserva-
tism’’; Walter Isaacson, chief ex-
ecutive of The Aspen Institute;
Peggy Noonan, Wall Street Jour-
nal columnist. 1 p.m. (CNN)

Late TV Listings

By Jerry Hart
BLOOMBERG NEWS

TITUSVILLE, Fla. — Laurilee
Thompson says her Dixie Cross-
roads seafood restaurant near
Florida’s Kennedy Space Center
will lose $50,000 a year in tourist
business after the space shuttle
flies for the last time in Septem-
ber. She’s not the only taxpayer in
Brevard County to feel pain.

Local unemployment climbed
to almost 15 percent after Apollo
lunar launches ended in 1972.
Now Brevard, Florida’s 10th-
most populous county, where per
capita income is 8.3 percent less
than the state average, is bracing
for another blow as NASA shifts
to moon and Mars flights from
orbital missions.

Contractors led by Lockheed
Martin and Boeing will cut 7,000
Florida jobs, almost half the na-
tionwide shuttle workforce that
stretches to Alabama, Texas, and
California. Brevard, on the Atlan-
tic coast, 40 miles east of Orlan-
do, got $1.8 billion of the $2 bil-
lion the space program injected
into the state in 2008, according

to a NASA report.
‘‘It’s a perfect storm,’’ said Lisa

Rice, president of Brevard Work-
force, which administers the
Aerospace Workforce Transition
Program, a county retraining
agency for shuttle employees fac-
ing dismissal. ‘‘You have the
economy going down, the shuttle
retiring, and defense contracts
decreasing.’’

The shuttle shutdown will
drain jobs in a state grappling
with a projected budget gap of as
much as $3 billion in the next fis-
cal year, as a 39 percent plunge in
home sales from their 2005 peak
and unemployment exceeding
the US average at 11.5 percent in
November cut revenue. 

Florida is among states suffer-

ing from the economic slump as
they cope with $193 billion of
combined budget deficits in the
current fiscal year, the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities said
last month. 

In Brevard County, the Ken-
nedy Space Center employs 6
percent of the workforce. Opened
in 1962 and named after Presi-
dent Kennedy a year later for his
advocacy of lunar exploration,
the center’s average salary was
$77,235 in 2008, almost twice
the local level, according to
NASA.

Losing space work would re-
duce Brevard County’s per capita
income, which, at $35,213 in
2007, trailed the statewide aver-
age of $38,417. It would lift a job-
less rate that rose to 11.9 percent
in November, according to the
Labor Department, higher than
Florida’s 11.5 percent and up
from 5 percent in December
2007, the start of the recession.

An exodus of workers would
also erode the local housing mar-
ket, where a 20.6 percent plunge
in the median home-sale price in
2008 exceeded the state average
of 19.8 percent, Florida’s eco-
nomic profile of the county
shows.

KIM SHIFLETT/NASA

In Brevard County in Florida,
the Kennedy Space Center
employs 6 percent of the 
local workforce.

Space shuttle closing hurts Fla. county
Contractors to cut
7,000 jobs in state

ª Correction: Because of a
reporting error, a story in Fri-
day’s Metro section about re-
building Haiti incorrectly said
Peter Haas and Catherine
Laine moved to Cap Haitien
in Haiti in 2007. They have
worked for part of each year
in Cap Haitien since 2007,
but they live in Providence.

Information about errors can
be sent to comments@
globe.com or left in a message
at 617-929-8230. Other Globe
contacts, B2.

For the record
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MONDAY

TALK GRAMMYS

Join Boston Globe music
critic Sarah Rodman for a

post-Grammys chat at noon at
www.boston.com/clips.

TUESDAY

CRUISIN’  IN STYLE

Submit photos from your
past cruises and get more

vacation ideas at
www.boston.com/travel.

WEDNESDAY

ON RELATIONSHIPS,

JUST ASK MEREDITH

Talk to Love Letters
blogger and Globe writer

Meredith Goldstein about your
relationship woes at
www.boston.com/loveletters.
The weekly chat starts at 1 p.m.

THURSDAY

VALENTINE’S DAY

PLANNER

Get gift ideas, submit
stories about how you

met your significant other, and
more, at
www.boston.com/valentine.

FRIDAY

FIND THE LATEST

RESTAURANT REVIEWS

To find the latest Boston
Globe and reader dining

reviews, go to
www.boston.com/eatingout.
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Days!
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up to 50% Off*

*Limited exclusions. Not valid on prior sales. In stock merchandise only.

State of the Union with John
King. Topics: health care and
President Obama’s jobs push.
Guests: Senator Mitch McCon-
nell of Kentucky; AFL-CIO Presi-
dent Richard Trumka. 9 a.m.
(CNN)

This Week Guests: Can the ju-
nior senator from Massachusetts,
Scott Brown, overcome gridlock
in Washington? Is he the leading
edge of a coming Republican
wave in November? Guests: Bar-
bara Walters, special guest an-
chor; US Senator-elect Scott
Brown; George Will, newspaper
columnist; Roger Ailes, Fox News
chairman and chief executive;
Paul Krugman, New York Times
columnist; and Arianna Huffing-
ton of The Huffington Post. 9
a.m. (5)

Fox News with Chris Wal-
lace. Topics: President Obama’s
State of the Union address. Is the
new proposal a step in the right

direction? The trial of Sept. 11
mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mo-
hammed. Guests: Senators Evan
Bayh of Indiana, Lamar Alexan-
der of Tennessee; Representa-
tives Paul Ryan of Wisconsin and
Chris Van Hollen of Maryland;
Bill Kristol, editor of Weekly
Standard; Mara Liasson, NPR
political correspondent; Charles
Krauthammer, syndicated col-
umnist; Juan Williams, NPR
news analyst. 9 a.m. (25)

The Newsmakers. Topics:
health care. Guests: Senator By-
ron Dorgan of North Dakota; Da-
vid Drucker, Roll Call staff writer;
Eamon Javers, Politico.com fi-
nancial correspondent. 10 a.m.
(C-Span)

Face the Nation with Bob
Schieffer. Topics: Is bipartisan-
ship dead? President Obama’s
agenda. Guests: Governors Haley
Barbour of Mississippi, Ed Ren-
dell of Pennsylvania, and Jenni-

fer Granholm of Michigan; Sena-
tor John Thune of South Dakota.
10:30 a.m. (4)

Meet the Press. Topics:
health care overhaul; President
Obama’s State of the Union ad-
dress; the GOP’s response to the
president’s shifting priorities.
Guests: David Axelrod, senior
White House adviser; Represent-
ative John Boehner of Ohio; Da-
vid Brooks, New York Times col-
umnist; CNBC’s David Farber;
Eugene Robinson, Washington
Post columnist; Mort Zucker-
man, editor of US News & World
Report. 10:30 a.m. (7)

The Chris Matthews Show.
Topics: President Obama’s em-
phasis on jobs. Can it deliver and
create political traction? The
power of the tea party move-
ment. Does it prevent any Repub-
lican compromise with President
Obama? Guests: Jim Cramer of
CNBC; Andrew Sullivan of The

Atlantic; Kelly O’Donnell, NBC
News congressional correspond-
ent; and Katie Connolly, News-
week political correspondent. 11
a.m. (5)

This Week in Business. Top-
ics: The state of the union and
the state of the economy; life sci-
ences industry in the region and
the world; Toyota’s recall and the
future of the automaker; Apple’s
new iPad; and Governor Deval
Patrick’s budget proposal.
Guests: Martin Madaus, chair-
man and chief executive of Milli-
pore; Alan Clayton-Matthews,
Northeastern University profes-
sor. 12:30 p.m. (NECN)

Fareed Zakaria GPS. Topics:
the economy; jobs; Fed chairman
Ben Bernanke; Iran’s elections
and nuclear ambitions. Guests:
Larry Summers, director of the
National Economic Council; Ma-
nouchehr Mottaki, foreign minis-
ter of Iran. 1 p.m. (CNN).

Late TV Listings

Back in Sep-
tember, the
town of South
Hadley
brought in
Barbara Col-
oroso to talk
to parents,
teachers, and

administrators about how to
combat bullying in the
schools.

Coloroso knows as much
about the subject as anyone.
She was brought into Col-
umbine after two kids who
were bullied decided to get
even with guns. She was
brought into the Red Lake
reservation in Minnesota
after a 16-year-old shot seven
people dead at the high
school where he was bullied.

And she was brought into
South Hadley, ahead of the
curve, ahead of a tragedy, five
months before Phoebe Prince,
a 15-year-old freshman at
South Hadley High, hanged
herself after being tormented
by a group of girls who just

wouldn’t leave her alone.
‘‘The night before I did the

in-service session for teachers
and administrators last Sep-
tember, we had an evening
session for parents. I think
there were about 10 parents
there,’’ she said.

Last week, the South Had-
ley mother who had first
reached out to Coloroso
reached out again: Could you
please come back? Coloroso
was in Toronto, about to fly
home to Denver.

But she changed flights
and came back to South Had-
ley, on her own dime, because
she wanted to help, and want-
ed to see if the schools had
been able to implement what
she recommended last fall.

On Wednesday night, she
found 300 parents facing the
School Committee in the
auditorium where she had
spoken to mostly empty seats
five months before. Some of
the parents were angry, not
just because a 15-year-old girl
was dead, but because their
kids had been bullied, too,

and the official response was
muddled at best. Some par-
ents said their complaints
were ignored.

On Wednesday night, it
was South Hadley. But Col-
oroso said it could have been
any school system in America.
Every school has the problem,
but some handle it better
than others.

Earlier on Wednesday,
Coloroso talked to the stu-
dents in two separate sessions
because they couldn’t all fit in
the auditorium.

‘‘The kids were frustrated,’’
she said. ‘‘They wanted to
know what could have been
done to prevent Phoebe’s
death. It appeared to them
that nothing was being done.’’

Administrators told Col-
oroso their hands were tied,
that law enforcement officials
told them not to move against
suspected bullies who may
have driven Phoebe over the
edge. But she reviewed where
the schools had gone since
September, and her assess-
ment was that the elementary
schools had implemented her
recommendations, and the
middle school is getting
there.

‘‘The one I felt was unsatis-
factory was the high school,’’
Coloroso said. ‘‘They said they
had a warning and suspen-
sion policy in place. But it was
nebulous. And the policy
didn’t include cyberbullying.’’

Phoebe, who moved to
South Hadley from Ireland
just weeks before school start-
ed, became a target after she
dated a senior, a football play-
er, and the coarse words and

sneering insults that followed
her around the school corri-
dors were only part of the
story. Cruel text messages
inundated her cellphone.
Internet postings followed
her home. The torment was
born in school but invaded
her private space to the point
that she had no respite.

‘‘What the community, and
even more so the students,
needs is a strong antibullying
policy that explicitly explains

what it is. And it has to in-
clude cyberbullying and all
forms of hazing,’’ Coloroso
said. ‘‘Secondly, there’s got to
be a procedure in place to
determine how they handle
the bully, how they protect
the target, and what they are
going to do with any bystand-
er who may have contributed
to this mess and protect them
if they are a witness. They
don’t have that yet.’’

Coloroso was not surprised
by the background music she
was hearing: that there may
have been other issues at play,
any number of things that
could have steered Phoebe
toward despair and then the
noose. It’s called blaming the
victim.

‘‘I don’t want to hear that
Phoebe had problems, that
she and other girls were in a

conflict over a boy,’’ Coloroso
said. ‘‘Calling someone an
Irish slut is not a conflict. It’s
bullying. You resolve conflict.
You stop bullying.’’

When the bullies called
Phoebe an Irish slut and text-
ed her messages saying the
same, they committed federal
hate crimes, Coloroso said.

‘‘Something should have
been done right then and
there,’’ she said.

Of all the cases she has
examined, Coloroso said
Phoebe’s most resembles that
of Dawn-Marie Wesley, a
14-year-old Canadian girl
who before hanging herself
left behind her cellphone,
which helped the police
charge three girls with bully-
ing her.

Phoebe left behind her
cellphone, too, and it was
fully charged.

On Friday, I called the
office of Gus Sayer, the super-
intendent of schools in South
Hadley, to get his reaction to
Coloroso’s postmortem. A
secretary told me he wasn’t
in, and that he wasn’t expect-
ed to be in the rest of the day.

Somebody in a position to
know told me Sayer left the
state on Thursday, so I asked,
‘‘Is Mr. Sayer out of state?’’

‘‘I’m not going to give out
any information on that,’’ the
secretary said.

Apparently, there was
something more pressing out
of town than a dead girl in
town.

Kevin Cullen is a Globe
columnist. He can be reached
at cullen@globe.com.

Kevin Cullen

Too little, too late against bully tactics

‘You resolve
conflict. You stop
bullying.’
BARBARA COLOROSO

ª Correction: Because of an
editing error, the first name of
Revere Police Chief Terence K.
Reardon was misspelled in a
caption with a Metro story
Thursday about the trial of
Robert Iacoviello, who is ac-
cused in the shooting death of
off-duty police officer Daniel
Talbot. 

Information about corrections
can be sent to comments@
globe.com or left in a
telephone message at
617-929-8230.

For the record

By Alessandra Rizzo
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ROME — The legend of Leo-
nardo da Vinci is shrouded in
mystery: How did he die? Are the
remains buried in a French cha-
teau really those of the Renais-
sance master? Was the ‘‘Mona Li-
sa’’ a self-portrait in disguise?

A group of Italian scientists
believes the key to solving those
puzzles lies with the possible re-
mains — and they say they are
seeking permission from French
authorities to dig up the bones to
conduct carbon and DNA testing.

If the skull is intact, the scien-
tists can go to the heart of a ques-
tion that has fascinated scholars
and the public for centuries: the
identity of the ‘‘Mona Lisa.’’ Re-
creating a virtual and then phys-
ical reconstruction of Leonardo’s
face, they can compare it with
the smiling face in the painting,
researchers involved in the
project said. 

‘‘We don’t know what we’ll
find if the tomb is opened; we
could even just find grains and
dust,’’ says Giorgio Gruppioni, an
anthropologist who is participat-
ing in the project. ‘‘But if the re-
mains are well-kept, they are a
biological archive that registers
events in a person’s life, and

sometimes in their death.’’
The leader of the group, Silva-

no Vinceti, said he plans to press
his case with the French officials
in charge of the purported burial
site at Amboise Castle early this
week.

But the Italian enthusiasm
may be premature.

In France, exhumation re-
quires a long legal procedure,
and precedent suggests it’s likely
to take even longer when it in-
volves a person of great note such
as Leonardo.

Jean-Louis Sureau, director of
the medieval-era castle in
France’s Loire Valley, said that
once a formal request is made, a

commission of scholars would be
set up. Any such request would
then be discussed with the
French Ministry of Culture, Su-
reau said.

Leonardo moved to France at
the invitation of King Francis I,
who named him ‘‘first painter to
the king.’’ He spent the last three
years of his life there, and died in
Cloux, near the monarch’s sum-
mer retreat of Amboise, in 1519
at age 67.

The artist’s original burial
place, the palace church of Saint
Florentine, was destroyed during
the French Revolution and re-
mains that are believed to be his
were eventually reburied in the
Saint-Hubert Chapel near the
castle.

The tombstone says simply,
‘‘Leonardo da Vinci.’’ A notice at
the site informs visitors they are
the presumed remains of the art-
ist, as do guidebooks.

‘‘The Amboise tomb is a sym-
bolic tomb; it’s a big question
mark,’’ said Alessandro Vezzosi,
the director of a museum dedi-
cated to Leonardo in his Tuscan
hometown of Vinci.

Vezzosi, who is not involved in
the project, said that investigat-
ing the tomb could help identify
the artist’s bones with certainty
and solve other questions, such
as the cause of his death. He said
he asked to open the tomb in
2004 to study the remains, but
the Amboise Castle turned him
down.

Italians seek access to Leonardo tomb 
Scientists look for
clues to mystery
of ‘Mona Lisa’

BERTRAND COMBALDIEU/AP/FILE

The reported tomb of
Leonardo da Vinci is at
Saint-Hubert Chapel in
western France.
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MONDAY

BOSTON’S 

SOCIAL SCENE

See photographer Bill
Brett’s latest pics from

Boston events at
www.boston.com/lifestyle.

TUESDAY

FIND A RESTAURANT

Find new cuisines and
dining experiences with

Boston.com’s restaurant finder at
www.boston.com/eatingout.

WEDNESDAY

GLOBE BLOGS

Choose from dozens of
blogs updated by writers

from the Globe at
www.boston.com/blogs.

THURSDAY

LATEST SKI 

CONDITIONS

Go to www.boston.com/ski
and get the latest reports

from ski resorts around New
England.

FRIDAY

OSCARS 101

Get ready for the upcoming
Academy Awards, and see

movie trailers and more at
www.boston.com/oscars.

The week
ahead on
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ª Correction: Because of a re-
porting error, the Word column
in the Feb. 14 Ideas section mis-
stated the location that scholars
associate with the biblical battle
of Armageddon. It is a site in
northern Israel.

The Globe welcomes information
about errors that call for
corrections. Information may be
sent to comments@globe.com or
left in a message at
617-929-8230. A listing of other
Globe contacts can be found on
Page B2.

For the record

So where’s the
justice for
Phoebe?

It’s been 44
days since
15-year-old
Phoebe Prince
saw no way
out of the

terrifying cul-de-sac she was
forced into at South Hadley
High School. The bullies who
drove her to the noose might
just as well have pushed her
off a cliff, because that’s how
utterly helpless she felt.

We are told that some of
the people who tormented
Phoebe have been disci-
plined. Some have left school.
Whether it was on their terms
or someone else’s, who
knows?

We are told there has been
some measure of justice de-
livered for Phoebe, but who
believes this?

Phoebe Prince was the
victim of an ethos of secrecy,
of anonymity, of people whis-
pering vile things in the corri-
dors, of people typing worse
things on their cellphones
and computers. The insid-
iousness of the weapon used
against her was its nebulous
nature. It was hard to pin
down, hard to see, like a poi-
sonous vapor.

What killed Phoebe Prince
can only live, can only thrive,

in the shadows.
And what has been the

official response to her death?
A ringing endorsement of

the ethos of secrecy.
What does this say to the

vast majority of good kids
who are among the 700 in the
high school, the hundreds of
kids who turned out for a
vigil, who cried tears for
Phoebe, who have reached
out to her family? The re-
sponse can’t reassure the
good kids. Instead it has vali-
dated the whole ethos of the
bully: keep your mouth shut
if you know what’s good for
you.

Of course, Gus Sayer, the
superintendent of schools,
and Dan Smith, the principal,
say they are merely following
the advice of their lawyers,
that even bullies are entitled
to due process and privacy.

If you can’t blame the vic-
tim, blame the lawyers.

That’s what Cardinal Ber-
nard Law did in the face of
scandal. People cried out for
transparency, and he pointed
to his lawyers and said, in so
many words, ‘‘They told me I
can’t say anything.’’

That’s a marvelous strat-
egy, and it worked so well for
Cardinal Law, didn’t it? 

The powers that be in
South Hadley are acting as if
this is nothing more than a

dry legal process. But truth
isn’t driving this process.
Liability is. Avoiding a law-
suit from some mean kid’s
parent is more important
than the truth.

Sayer and Smith say they
can’t even specify what sort
of discipline they have meted
out. This, no doubt, will be
tremendous comfort to Anne
and Jeremy Prince, to learn
that they can’t be told who
tormented their daughter
and what consequences the
bullies faced.

There was a telling mo-
ment the other night at a
meeting in South Hadley,
ostensibly to convene an
antibullying task force. A
group of people stood and
gave Dan Smith a loud stand-
ing ovation.

Just what they were ap-
plauding is anyone’s guess,
given that we don’t know
what Dan Smith did or didn’t
do about the bullies who
hounded Phoebe, before and
after her death.

Maybe they just wanted to
show support for an embat-
tled administrator. That’s
fine, but what does it have to
do with getting justice for
Phoebe?

Last week, Darby O’Brien,
the first parent to speak out
publicly and suggest the
school administration’s han-

dling of the investigation into
Phoebe Prince’s death was an
exercise not in truth-seeking
but in damage control, had a
meeting with Gus Sayer and
Ed Boisselle, the school com-
mittee chairman.

Sayer and Boisselle invited
O’Brien to join the antibully-
ing task force. O’Brien de-
clined for many reasons, not
the least of which is he thinks
it’s a little ridiculous to ex-
pect lay people to do this,
especially after the school
department paid an interna-
tional expert named Barbara
Coloroso to tell them how to
combat bullying last fall and
then promptly ignored her.

But, in the end, O’Brien
resisted their overtures on
principle.

‘‘They wanted to shut me
up,’’ he said.

So, if you’re keeping score
at home, this is what some
people in South Hadley say
has happened: the girl, the
worst girl who made the tor-
ment of Phoebe Prince her
life’s work, is gone. Moved to
a school in a nearby town.

Another girl, who denied
doing anything but laughing
at Phoebe, is gone, too, off to
a private school. Her family
was victimized themselves by
anonymous bullies, who used
the Internet as a cudgel as
surely as Phoebe’s tormenters

did.
And the boy, the football

player who Phoebe had a
fling with, the social faux pas
that landed her on the Mean
Girls’ hit list? He’s gone, too.
Some kids say he just
dropped out. Whatever, he’s
not been in school lately.

But some other kids who
bullied Phoebe are in school.
They’re walking around like
nothing happened. Maybe
they got a reprimand, or
something written in their
file.

No one knows for sure.
There are still kids who

have not come forward, who
have not been asked what
they knew about what was
done to Phoebe Prince.

And there are doubtless
some kids who are unfairly
suspected — maybe they’ve
just been out sick a few days,
and people wonder at their
absence. Were they among
those suspended? 

If someone is treated that
way, it would be totally
wrong, totally unfair, and
totally predictable, because
very little good comes when
there is a dead girl and se-
crecy is the most valued cur-
rency.

Kevin Cullen is a Globe
columnist. He can be reached
at cullen@globe.com

Kevin Cullen

System of secrecy allows bullies to thrive

The Chris Matthews Show.
Topics: Can the president get
Democrats to deliver a win on
health care? And would a win be
a pyrrhic victory? Why Republi-
cans are likely to give the presi-
dential nomination in 2012 to
Mitt Romney. Guests: Kelly
O’Donnell, NBC congressional
correspondent; David Ignatius
and Kathleen Parker, both Wash-
ington Post columnists; Michael
Duffy, assistant managing editor,
Time magazine. 5:30 a.m. (5)

State of the Union With Can-
dy Crowley. Guests: House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate
minority leader Mitch McCon-
nell. 9 a.m. (CNN)

This Week. Topics: health
care reform summit; Toyota; un-
employment. ABC’s Elizabeth
Vargas will host. Guests: House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Sena-
tor Lamar Alexander of Tennes-
see. George Will, Sam Donald-
son, Cokie Roberts, and Paul
Krugman discuss the week’s poli-
tics on the roundtable. 9 a.m. (5)

Fox News With Chris Wal-
lace. Topics: President Obama’s
bipartisan health care summit.
Guests: Senators Jon Kyl of Ari-
zona, Robert Menendez of New
Jersey; Representative Paul Ryan
of Wisconsin. 9 a.m. (25)

Fareed Zakaria GPS . Topics:
the economy; banker bonuses;

the Obama administration.
Guests: George Soros, chairman
of the Soros Foundation; Simon
Schama, Columbia University;
Lionel Barber, Financial Times
editor. 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. (CNN)

The Newsmakers. Topic:
health care summit. Guests: Rep-
resentative George Miller of Cali-
fornia; Perry Bacon, Washington
Post reporter; Steven Dennis,
Roll Call reporter. 10 a.m. (C-
Span)

Face the Nation With Bob
Schieffer. Guests: Representa-
tives Marsha Blackburn of Ten-
nessee, House majority leader
Steny Hoyer of Maryland; Sena-
tors Tom Coburn of Oklahoma

and Kent Conrad of North Dako-
ta; Jim VandeHei, executive edi-
tor of Politico.com. 10:30 a.m. (4)

Meet the Press. Topics:
health care summit; partisan-
ship; terrorism. Guest: Senator
John McCain of Arizona; Nancy-
Ann DeParle, director of the
White House Office of Health Re-
form; Representative Eric Cantor
of Virginia; Marc Morial, Nation-
al Urban League president; Ron
Brownstein, National Journal
columnist. 10:30 a.m. (7)

This Week in Business. Top-
ics: banking and the economy.
Guest: Bank of America’s new
chief executive Brian Moynihan
of Wellesley. 12:30 p.m. (NECN) 

Late TV Listings

By Alfred de Montesquiou
and Deb Riechmann

ASSOCIATED PRESS

MARJA, Afghanistan — Ma-
rines and Afghan troops cleared
the last major pocket of resist-
ance in the former Taliban-ruled
town of Marja yesterday — part
of an offensive that is the run-up
to a larger showdown this year in
the most strategic part of Afghan-
istan’s dangerous south.

Although Marines say their
work in Marja isn’t done, Af-
ghans are bracing for a bigger,
more comprehensive assault in
neighboring Kandahar Province,
the birthplace of the Taliban
where officials are talking to aid
organizations about how to han-
dle up to 10,000 people who
could be displaced by fighting.

‘‘I was in Kabul, and we were
talking that Kandahar will be
next, but we don’t know when,’’
said Tooryalai Wesa, the gover-
nor of Kandahar. He’s begun
working with international aid
groups to make sure the next
group of displaced Afghans have
tents, water containers, medi-
cine, food, blankets, lamps, and
stoves.

‘‘Hopefully things will go
smoothly, that people have
learned lessons from the Marja
operation,’’ he said.

Shortages of food and medi-
cine have been reported during
the two-week-old Marja opera-
tion. The international Red Cross
took dozens of sick and injured
civilians to clinics outside the
area. The UN says more than
3,700 families, or an estimated
22,000 people, from Marja and
surrounding areas have regis-
tered in Helmand’s capital of
Lashkar Gah 20 miles away.

Walid Akbar, a spokesman for

the Afghan Red Crescent Society,
said government aid was mostly
received by those who made it to
Lashkar Gah, Akbar said. Those
stuck outside the city are getting
little help, he said.

The Marja offensive has been
the war’s biggest combined oper-
ation since the 2001 US-led inva-
sion to topple the Taliban’s hard-
line regime. It’s the first major
test of NATO’s counterinsurgen-
cy strategy since President Oba-
ma ordered 30,000 new Ameri-
can troops to try to reverse
Taliban gains.

The operation in Marja is the
tactical prelude to the bigger op-
eration being planned for later in
Kandahar, the largest city in the
south and the former Taliban
headquarters, according to sen-
ior officials with the Obama ad-
ministration. 

It was from in and around

Kandahar that Taliban overlord
Mullah Omar ruled Afghanistan
before the Sept. 11, 2001, at-
tacks.

Bringing security to Kandahar
city is a chief goal of NATO opera-
tions this year, according to the
officials, who spoke to reporters
in Washington on Friday on 
condition of anonymity so they
could discuss national security is-
sues.

If this year’s goal is to reverse
the Taliban’s momentum and
give Afghan government an op-
portunity to take control, then 
NATO-led forces have to get to
Kandahar this year, one official
said.

Yesterday, after a four-day
march, Marines and Afghan
troops who fought through the
center of Marja linked up with a
US Army Stryker battalion on the
northern outskirts of the former

Taliban stronghold.
‘‘Basically, you can say that

Marja has been cleared,’’ said
Captain Joshua Winfrey, com-
mander of Lima Company, Third
Battalion, Sixth Marines Regi-
ment.

Lima Company’s more than
100 heavily armed Marines,
along with nearly as many Af-
ghan army soldiers, spent days
advancing north, searching every
compound for possible Taliban
holdouts.

There were no Taliban in
sight, and the Marines didn’t fire
a shot during the final advance —
except at a couple of Afghan
guard dogs who threatened the
unit.

The Marines’ hookup with the
Army battalion means the opera-
tion is somewhere between the
clear and hold phases, although
suspected Taliban fighters re-

main on the western outskirts of
town.

Captain Abe Sipe, a Marine
spokesman, said that while re-
sistance has ‘‘fallen off pretty dra-
matically’’ in the past four to five
days, the combined forces expect
to face intermittent attacks for at
least two more weeks.

‘‘We are not calling anything
completely secure yet,’’ Sipe said.

Troops clear last of resistance in Taliban-ruled town

DAVID GUTTENFELDER/ASSOCIATED PRESS

US Marines from Third Battalion, Sixth Regiment guarded the entrance to a compound where
they stopped for the night in Marja, Afghanistan, yesterday.

Afghans brace 
for bigger drive
due in Kandahar
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SOGGY FRIES 

Today: Humid, spots of rain.
High: 82-87. Low: 65-70. 

Tomorrow: Partly sunny, warm.
High: 82-87. Low: 62-67. 

High Tide: 6:25 a.m. 6:56 p.m. 
Sunrise: 5:07 a.m. Sunset: 8:24 p.m.

Full Report: Page B12

Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
took over a foreclosed home
roughly every 90 seconds
during the first three months of
the year, and have become two
of the nation’s largest land-
lords. The Nation, A8.

Eric Balderas’s arrest thrust
the Harvard sophomore onto
the international stage and
into the center of the polarized
national debate over illegal
immigration. Metro, B1.

The search continues for two
pieces of metal that had
joined a pair of massive steel
pipes for seven years. They
remain elusively at large, de-
spite MWRA efforts to find
them. Metro, B1.

BP chief executive Tony Hay-
ward took a day off to see his
52-foot yacht ‘‘Bob’’ compete
in a glitzy race off England’s
shore, further infuriating resi-
dents of the oil-stained Gulf
Coast. The Nation, A13.

Boston College will launch a
training program for princi-
pals to improve urban educa-
tion and prepare low-income
students for college with a $20
million donation from Fidelity
vice chairman Peter Lynch and
his wife. Metro, B1.

A US envoy called for an in-
vestigation into the violence
in Kyrgyzstan, as amateur
video emerged of unarmed
Uzbeks gathering to defend
their town during the attacks.
The World, A3.

Manute Bol, the 7-foot-7
shot-blocker from Sudan who
spent 10 seasons in the NBA
and was dedicated to humani-
tarian work in Africa, has died.
He was 47. Obituaries, B11.

Throngs gathered to cele-
brate Juneteenth in Franklin
Park yesterday, marking the
145th anniversary of what
amounted to the end of slavery
in America. Metro, B7.

‘‘So much has gone wrong
with the Greenway. It’s
nowhere near what it
could have been. But
despite all of the missed
marks and dashed hopes,
a new Greenway is taking
shape. Lousy planning is
leaving room for a more
organic process, as people
are starting to make little
pockets their own.’’ 
Metro, B1.

POINT OF VIEW: 
YVONNE ABRAHAM

In the news

Have a news tip? E-mail 
newstip@globe.com or call
617-929-TIPS (8477). Other
contact information, B2.

You’re a
disgrace…

UNMASKING
THE ONLINE
ANTAGONIST
GLOBE MAGAZINE EXPLORE NEW ENGLAND M5

THE OTHER
NEWPORT 
MANSIONS

SPORTS C1

By Kay Lazar
GLOBE STAFF

Thousands of uninsured Massachusetts
workers in low-wage jobs are ineligible for
state-subsidized health coverage, but they
will qualify for these low-cost plans under
the new national health care overhaul — in
2014.

Now, some consumer advocates, argu-
ing that the wait is unfair and a black eye
for the state, want the Patrick administra-
tion and legislators to launch a program to
cover at least part of this group. Adminis-
tration officials, already facing huge budget
deficits, say the state can’t afford the tens of
millions of dollars it would cost to subsi-
dize additional workers’ insurance.

The state’s landmark 2006 health insur-
ance law was a model for the national legis-
lation passed in March and has reduced the
percentage of uninsured to under 4 percent

Health aid
urged for
low-wage
workers 
Advocates say wait
until 2014 is unfair

INSURANCE, Page A15

By Farah Stockman
GLOBE STAFF

WASHINGTON — It started off as a real
estate deal: A gated community outside Pa-
kistan’s capital, luxury homes sold to well-
off Pakistani-Americans, and a high-end
medical center nearby. 

Then housing prices plummeted. So or-
ganizers, including Shahid Ahmed Khan, a
Framingham businessman who is a long-
time fund-raiser for Senator John F. Kerry,
developed another idea: get US foreign aid
to help build a $500 million, world-class
medical institute, using expertise from a
subsidiary of Partners HealthCare, the
company that runs Boston’s elite teaching
hospitals. 

At Khan’s request, a staffer for Kerry,
who heads the Senate committee that 

Political ties
open path to
Pakistan aid
Kerry donor got assist
with hospital project

PAKISTAN, Page A12

First in a series of occasional articles on bullying, and
its impact on students, families, and schools.

By Jenna Russell
GLOBE STAFF

Lexi felt excited, and a little bit worried, as she headed
off to high school last September. She knew it would take
some getting used to — the unfamiliar schedule and the
sprawling building, the blur of strange faces passing in the
hallways.

She had some idea what to expect at the school in one of
the affluent suburbs west of Boston. She knew it was re-
spected for its academics. But she also knew that in its
social culture, looks mattered. So the 14-year-old rose
early, and chose her clothes carefully. She couldn’t control
much about the days ahead. But she could make sure that
she looked right, that her hair was sleek and straight, that
she fit in. 

The first day of school, and the jitters that came with it,
passed. But then, after school on the second or third day, a
friend sent a text to Lexi’s cellphone: ‘‘Go online.’’ 

Lexi opened her laptop, signed on to Facebook and felt

herself flush with humiliation. On the screen were pictures
a girlfriend had taken a few months before while horsing
around, of Lexi making faces at the camera. The pictures
had been a joke between friends. But now, posted online by
a boy she hardly knew, they were an invitation for ridicule.

‘‘You look like a rat that has been put on crack . . . in
other words ugly as balls,’’ read one of the long string of
comments that had appeared below the pictures.

‘‘hahahaha,’’ wrote another.
Anger and shame washed over her as she read. The

image Lexi had tried to cultivate for herself — of the pretty,
polished, self-confident girl — suddenly felt false and fool-
ish. And her hopes of winning friends turned to dread.

Lexi’s fears soon came true. In the months that followed,
according to her account, backed up by others, students
taunted her at school. Boys called her ‘‘slut’’ and ‘‘whore,’’
girls snickered. Groups of students picked on her, surround-
ing her on the stairs or pushing her in the cafeteria. She
received threatening calls on her cellphone. 

‘‘I knew from the beginning,’’ Lexi says now. ‘‘I knew it
was basically everyone against me.’’

THE AGONY OF A GIRL
WHO JUST WANTED

TO FIT IN
Lexi was new to school and intent on being accepted. 

Then the pictures surfaced and the torment began. It wasn’t a
bullying case where the fault was always obvious, or the school

failed to react. It was one that shows the grave complexity 
of this threat to teen life and how hard it can be to combat.

BILL GREENE/GLOBE STAFF

Lexi, 14, said she senses coldness from peers who have bullied her. ‘‘I don’t feel like they think I’m a person.’’ 

BULLYING, Page A10

By David Filipov
GLOBE STAFF

MARSHFIELD — The lots are
largely empty in Enterprise Park.
Barren plots of crab grass and pine
are dotted with ‘‘Land for Sale’’ signs.
Even at rush hour, the road that
circles the sprawling commercial
zone is as quiet as a desert highway.

The park is the centerpiece of
Marshfield’s plans to turn a 300-acre
tract into a thriving center of com-
merce, residences, and public space.
Leaders of this South Shore commu-
nity believe it would attract business,
bring in hundreds of jobs, and speed
up an as-yet sputtering economic
recovery.

‘‘Once you get it moving, it will
quickly gain momentum,’’ said Wil-
liam Last Jr., a Marshfield real estate
developer who represents the princi-
pal companies. ‘‘Each phase of the
project will sustain the next.’’

Instead, for the last two years of
recession and retrenchment, the
momentum has gone backward. 

 THE GOVERNOR’S RACE ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

In Marshfield, stalled hopes
Enterprise Park was supposed to be
the answer, bringing in jobs, money, 
people; instead, it is the question

JOHN TLUMACKI/GLOBE STAFF

Peter and Madeline Hauser cooked at their restaurant in
the center of Marshfield, Anna’s Country Kitchen. MARSHFIELD, Page A15

PEDROIA’S
WALK-OFF
WINS IT
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Lexi would suffer in many
ways during her first year of high
school, which ended Friday. Her
grades plunged. She withdrew
socially and coped with painful
self-doubt. Unlike 15-year-old
Phoebe Prince, the South Hadley
High School student whose sui-
cide in January triggered a crimi-
nal investigation, public soul-
searching, and a new antibully-
ing law in Massachusetts, Lexi’s
ordeal did not end in death or at-
tract widespread attention. But
in many ways, her case illus-
trates forms of bullying that are
far more common, and is more
instructive of the difficulties that
school administrators across the
state are likely to face this fall as
they try to comply with Massa-
chusetts’ new antibullying law.

Under the law, all schools
must develop procedures for
dealing with bullies. Teachers
must report bullying, parents
must be informed of it, and prin-
cipals must investigate. Yet, most
all of those things happened in
Lexi’s case and still the bullying
continued, even escalated.

Indeed, what happened to
Lexi over the course of those
months, and the seeming inef-
fectiveness of the school’s re-
sponses, underscores the human
complexity of problems lumped
under the heading of bullying.
They include subtleties not easily
addressed by regulation — the
difficulty of distinguishing rou-
tine conflicts from more destruc-
tive, ongoing harassment; the
challenge of monitoring and con-
trolling antagonism expressed
over the Internet; and the tricky
landscape of adolescent relation-
ships.

To tell her story, the Globe ap-
proached Lexi and her grand-
mother, who is her legal guard-
ian, after they and several dozen
other families responded to a
Globe request posted on Boston-
.com seeking students with
stories about bullying. The girl
and her grandmother say they
were willing to cooperate in
hopes of raising awareness and
helping others, and because of
their frustration with the
school’s responses to Lexi’s situa-
tion. Each agreed to speak on the
record, using their full name.
But out of consideration for her
age, her situation, and her pri-
vacy, now and in the years
ahead, the Globe elected to with-
hold Lexi’s last name and the
name of the school where she is
a student.

To corroborate their account,
Lexi’s grandmother provided the
Globe with some 50 pages of e-
mail correspondence with school
officials about Lexi’s experiences

and the school’s involvement
with her case. A parent of a stu-
dent at the school who witnessed
much of the bullying also
confirmed many parts of Lexi’s
story.

School administrators say
they dispute aspects of Lexi’s ac-
count. But they declined to dis-
cuss what those aspects are or
any specifics of her case. They
said speaking publicly would not
be in the girl’s best interest, de-
spite the offer of a waiver from
Lexi and her grandmother grant-
ing them permission to talk free-
ly.

Speaking generally about bul-
lying, school officials said they
are often confounded in trying to
craft effective responses because
in conflicts between students, it
is common for both parties to
consider themselves victims. 

Textbook case
Lexi says that in her case,

there was a backstory to the dra-
ma that enveloped her when
school started. 

Over the summer, she had de-
cided to part ways with a girl she
had known since grade school.
They had shared sleepovers, se-
crets, and favorite movies. It was
the same girl who had snapped
the silly pictures that ended up
on Facebook. Lexi says she ulti-
mately decided her friend had
become a negative influence. 

Lexi believes that when
school started, her spurned
friend set out to punish her.

The Globe tried to contact the
girl several times through her
parents, who did not respond to
phone calls requesting an inter-
view or a note left at their home.
Lexi doesn’t know if her theory is
true. If it is, what she described
is a textbook case of bullying by
girls, who frequently target for-
mer friends, use embarrassing
photos, and criticize victims’
looks, according to a study this
year by the Massachusetts Ag-
gression Reduction Center, a bul-
lying research and education
project at Bridgewater State Col-
lege. 

All Lexi knew was that it hurt.
The mockery on Facebook had
set off a torrent of insults at
school. She says that both boys
and girls — some students she
knew and others who were
strangers — called her ugly, an-
noying, a slut. These, along with
the stream of hurtful online com-
ments, left her feeling threat-
ened at school, Lexi says. 

It was tormenting for a girl
who had wanted only to blend
in, something that had never felt
easy. She lived with her grand-
mother, unlike most other kids
she knew. They rented a modest
duplex, smaller than most

homes in their neighborhood. 
Now she had been singled out

in a new way.
At school, she says, she wore a

kind of armor. She kept her head
high, her eyes cold. 

At night in her room, though,
it was harder to fight off the frus-
tration and helplessness that be-
sieged her. With Facebook glow-
ing on her laptop, she would see
taunting posts from classmates.
Sometimes, she would fire off an-
gry replies. She imagined class-
mates writing online messages
about her, and she would feel
torn — wanting to click on their
pages to see what people were
saying, but dreading what she
might find.

Confrontation at school
Watching from the sidelines,

Lexi’s grandmother was becom-
ing deeply worried. 

Evelyn is 65, outspoken,
tough, and practical. She once
owned her own business. When
Lexi was younger, she had taken
legal custody of the girl from her
mother, Evelyn’s daughter, out of
concern for the girl’s welfare and
safety. She has kept close tabs on
her, especially as the girl makes
her way through adolescence.
Over the summer, Evelyn had ap-
plauded her granddaughter’s de-
cision to part ways with her
childhood friend. To encourage
Lexi to expand her horizons and
find new friends, she had insist-
ed she go to a sleepover camp.
When Lexi thrived there, Evelyn
had been thrilled and proud.

She wasn’t about to sit and
watch her granddaughter suffer
at school. So, almost as soon as
the bullying started, she began
calling and e-mailing school offi-
cials, sometimes daily, to report
what Lexi had told her and to de-
mand that they take action.

‘‘This harassment is danger-
ous and needs to stop immedi-
ately,’’ she wrote in an e-mail to
the school a week into the year,
according to correspondence she
provided the Globe.

But the tensions only seemed
to escalate. On Monday, Sept.

14th, the start of the third week
of school, Lexi says five boys sur-
rounded her and her friend on a
staircase. The boys held up a cell-
phone that displayed the hated
pictures. They called her a bitch,
said Lexi and a parent of a girl
who was present. Lexi told them
to stop. She threw a cup of iced
coffee at them. She was given a
detention, but her irate grand-
mother refused to let her serve
it. 

She was not the only student
feeling victimized. One of Lexi’s
close friends, who had stuck by
her as others at the school
turned against her, was enduring
the same insults. Evelyn and the
other girl’s mother kept in touch,
comparing notes and sharing
their frustration.

At school the day after the
episode on the stairs, a boy
called Lexi and two friends ‘‘the

three muska-whores,’’ Lexi and
the friend’s mother said. The
school ordered the boy to serve
two sessions of detention, ac-
cording to Lexi’s friend’s mother,
who spoke to the Globe on the
condition of anonymity to pro-
tect her daughter from further
harassment. She said an admin-
istrator informed her of the dis-
cipline. 

The next day, Lexi’s friend’s
mother told the school she
planned to call police. ‘‘I encour-
age you to go to the police,’’ came
the school’s reply, according to a
copy of the e-mail she provided. 

In a science class that Friday,
a group of girls including Lexi’s
former friend laughed at a ques-
tion Lexi asked the teacher. ‘‘I
don’t think it’s funny,’’ Lexi
snapped back.

After class, as Lexi and her
friend started down a crowded
staircase, one of the girls from
the class pushed a boy into them,
Lexi and the friend’s mother
said. Lexi lost her balance and
grabbed a railing to stop her fall.
Her friend lurched forward into
some other students.

Mediation sessions
Her grandmother soon saw

Lexi losing sleep and falling be-
hind on her schoolwork. The
teenager withdrew, retreating to
her room. She didn’t want to talk
about what was going on. 

‘‘I wasn’t even paying atten-
tion to classes,’’ Lexi says. ‘‘I felt
like I always had to be on the
lookout.’’ 

Meanwhile, Lexi’s friend’s
mother described weeks of daily
taunting, boys calling Lexi and
her daughter ‘‘whore’’ and ‘‘slut.’’
Their conduct went largely un-
checked, she said, and amount-
ed, in her view, to sexual harass-
ment.

‘‘What kind of message are we
giving these young women that
they are to tolerate such harass-
ment?’’ she wrote in one e-mail
to the school. 

Lexi’s friend started dreading
school, and pleaded with her
mother to let her stay home.

For Lexi, the string of small
indignities continued. A boy in
her history class ordered her to
change seats, telling her he
didn’t like looking at the back of
her head. Lexi reported the inci-
dent, and he was punished with
two sessions of detention, ac-
cording to an e-mail from an ad-
ministrator. On the bus home
the same day, another boy talked
loudly about ‘‘snitches,’’ making
sure Lexi could hear. 

That afternoon, her grand-
mother said, Lexi cried and fell
asleep at 6 p.m.

The girl who had pushed Lexi
on the stairs had been suspend-
ed. School officials then pro-
posed another step, a supervised
mediation session where the two
could work out their differences.
In the Sept. 23 meeting, Lexi
says, the girl told her that she
had been angry because she had
been told that Lexi had said
mean things about her. 

Lexi told her it was a lie, and
she left the mediation feeling
better.

A second mediation, between
Lexi and her former friend, the
one she believed had tried to
punish her, was less successful.
‘‘I was yelling at her, saying,

‘Why are you doing this?’, and
she was just sitting there,’’ Lexi
recalls. ‘‘I said, this is going no-
where, and I left.’’ 

By the end of September, 
Lexi’s friend’s mother had had
enough. Because of the bullying,
and the school’s failure to stop it,
she says, she moved her family to
another school district.

‘‘I was not only angry, but des-
perate,’’ she says. ‘‘It was like a vi-
rus, and I think they couldn’t
control it.’’

Victim, bully, or both?
The high school, it seems

clear, was also struggling.
In an interview, the principal

said the school addresses every
report of bullying or harassment,
with tactics ranging from con-
versations with students and
parents to detentions, suspen-
sions, and requests for police in-
tervention. 

‘‘We take it on every single
time,’’ he said. 

It is part of a school philoso-
phy that is enshrined in the
school’s discipline code. The
school ‘‘prides itself on maintain-
ing an atmosphere [where] re-
spect and thoughtful, civil be-
havior is the norm,’’ states the
first sentence. The code bans
harassment, online and in per-
son, and goes further to con-
demn name-calling and taunt-
ing. 

Last fall, as the demands for
action from Lexi’s grandmother
and her friend’s mother piled up
in school administrators’ e-mail
inboxes, the school wrestled with
the conflicts, according to e-
mails provided by both families.
After receiving the first reports
of problems, officials called in
the handful of students Lexi and
her friend had said were bother-
ing them, and called their par-
ents, steps required under school
policy ‘‘before we can institute
the punishment scenario,’’ ac-
cording to an e-mail from an ad-
ministrator.

Punishments followed, but
not swiftly or consistently
enough for the two families, who
believe stronger action at the
start might have stamped the
problem out before it mush-
roomed.

As other students joined in
the harassment, school officials
sounded frustrated. ‘‘It would be
very difficult to monitor or inter-
fere with every student observed
speaking with Lexi,’’ an adminis-
trator wrote to her grandmother
in late September. ‘‘I have asked
her to report harassing behavior/
remarks.’’

It was not an unreasonable
request. But it left Lexi feeling
worried about being viewed a 

BILL GREENE/GLOBE STAFF

Early in the school year, Lexi found herself the target of taunting posts on the social networking site Facebook. Sometimes, she would fire off angry replies.

The agony of a girl who just wanted to fit in 
º BULLYING
Continued from Page A1

Lexi’s friend’s mother described weeks of daily 
taunting, boys calling Lexi and her daughter ‘whore’
and ‘slut.’ Their conduct went largely unchecked, she
said, and amounted, in her view, to sexual harassment.
‘What kind of message are we giving these young
women that they are to tolerate such harassment?’
she wrote in one e-mail to the school. 

Continued on next page 
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‘‘snitch.’’
When she did report prob-

lems, she says school administra-
tors ‘‘were always asking me
what I could have done to pre-
vent it. I would say, ‘Nothing,’
and they would say, ‘Well, there’s
always something.’ It seemed like
they were always trying to put it
on me.’’

In an interview last month
about bullying in general, school
officials said the problem can be
thorny, even with teacher train-
ing and an active peer mediation
program, because adolescents’
friendships come and go from
day to day, conflicts between stu-
dents often go back years, and
student bystanders typically
don’t want to intervene when
they see bullying. 

‘‘I can’t keep it from happen-
ing in the back seat of my car,
with my two kids, and here we’ve
got 1,600 students,’’ the principal
said. 

Frequently, school officials
said, the same students play both
roles, acting as bully and victim
— but they, and their parents,
only see themselves as victims.

‘‘It’s much easier for kids to
see how they’re hurt than how
they hurt others,’’ said a school
administrator who oversees vio-
lence prevention. 

Lexi and her grandmother say
that the girl did not always play
the meek, defenseless victim.
When antagonized, she some-
times lashed back, swearing at
people who insulted her, or even
pushing someone away from her.
Her grandmother says she want-
ed the girl to defend herself. 

Evelyn says no one from the
school ever raised concerns with
her that Lexi, herself, was at
times a bully.

‘‘Not once did I hear that
from them,’’ she said. 

‘Nobody believes me’
Evelyn didn’t think that

things could get much worse. 
Then, in November, came a

phone call from the school: A girl

who rode the school bus with
Lexi had accused her of inappro-
priate conduct with a male stu-
dent on the ride home. 

Evelyn felt sick. Then she got
angry.

There were no cameras on the
bus, and the driver saw nothing,
she says. She says she was told
the boy denied it before he con-
fessed. Lexi denied the accusa-
tion. Evelyn took her word, but
the school did not. Administra-
tors denied her appeal, and sus-
pended her and the accused boy
for two days.

To some students who had
harassed her, the punishment
looked like confirmation of their
slurs, and as the story spread, it
stoked the fires again.

One day, after school, Lexi
climbed into her grandmother’s
car and threw back her head in
defeat. ‘‘Nobody believes me,’’
Evelyn remembers her saying.

A week after her suspension,
Lexi was in the cafeteria eating
lunch with another girl, when a
group of students approached.
They insulted her, she says. She
told them to leave her alone and
got up and tried to walk away. 

An older boy pushed her so
she stumbled into a table. 

The moment is burned in her
memory, she says. Tables full of
students were watching. 

‘‘I don’t know how much
more she can stand,’’ Evelyn
wrote to school officials in an e-
mail. 

Some progress
Evelyn increasingly worried

about her granddaughter’s state
of mind. Every morning, she
called to Lexi in her bedroom to
make sure she was awake and
felt waves of panic when the girl
didn’t respond right away. Weeks
after her suspension, Lexi’s re-
port card came home with the
first F’s of her life. 

The girl’s therapist, at Eve-
lyn’s request, summarized the
impact on Lexi of the harass-
ment at school: feelings of
worthlessness and hopelessness;

loss of motivation and interests;
social withdrawal; difficulty con-
centrating due to emotional
stress. ‘‘When people constantly
put you down, it gets in your
head,’’ Lexi says. ‘‘You always try
to fix it, even though there’s
nothing to fix. . . . They forget,
but you’re still worrying about
it.’’

Still, the 14-year-old persist-
ed, and found fragile cause for
optimism.

By late winter, the worst of
the teasing seemed to be over.
She made a few new friends, up-
perclassmen who assured her
that things would get better. A
tutor helped her pull her grade
up in math, to an A-minus from
an F. During February school va-
cation, she visited with friends
from summer camp.

But the fallout continued.
Earlier this year, after one of Lex-
i’s new friendships ended
abruptly, her grandmother called
the other girl’s mother to find
out why. According to Evelyn,
the woman said she was sorry,
but she had to protect her
daughter’s reputation.

Reflecting on everything that
happened, Lexi described what
feels to her like a coldness in her
peers.

‘‘It’s hard to explain,’’ she said
one afternoon this spring, her
feet in flip-flops pulled up in a
kitchen chair. ‘‘I don’t feel like
they think I’m a person.’’ 

Her grandmother thinks Lexi
should start fresh in a new
school in the fall. But Lexi, in
spite of all she’s been through,
isn’t sure.

She doesn’t think schools or
laws can stop bullying. But she
believes in something simpler:
time, and patience.

She holds onto the advice one
of her older friends gave her, that
‘‘nothing is forever.’’

‘‘Everything goes away,’’ she
says. ‘‘You think it won’t end, but
it will.’’ 

Jenna Russell can be reached at
jrussell@globe.com.

‘I can’t keep it from happening in the back seat
of my car, with my two kids, and here we’ve got
1,600 students,’ the principal said. 

Continued from preceding page

By Robert Burns
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Detail by
painful detail, the CIA is coming
to grips with one of the most
devastating episodes in its histo-
ry: a botched cloak-and-dagger
flight into China that stole two
decades of freedom from a pair
of fresh-faced American opera-
tives and cost the lives of their
two pilots.

In opening up about the 1952
debacle, the CIA is finding ways
to use it as a teaching tool. Mis-
takes of the past can serve as
cautionary tales for today’s spies
and paramilitary officers taking
on Al Qaeda and other terrorist
targets.

At the center of the story are
two eager CIA paramilitary offi-
cers on their first overseas as-
signment, John T. Downey of
New Britain, Conn., and Richard
G. Fecteau, of Lynn, Mass.,
whose plane was shot from the
night sky in a Chinese ambush.

The mission was quickly
smothered in US government de-
nials, sealed in official secrecy,
and consigned to the darkest
corner of the spy agency’s vault
of unpleasant affairs.

Downey was the youngest of
the four. At 22, with one year of
CIA service, he was destined to
spend the next 20 years, three
months, and 14 days in Chinese
prisons. His CIA partner, Fec-
teau, was 25. He was behind
bars for 19 years and 14 days.

Both survived. Their pilots,
Robert C. Snoddy, 31, a native of
Roseburg, Ore., and 29-year-old
Norman A. Schwartz of Louis-
ville, Ky., did not.

Bits and pieces of the story
surfaced over the years. But the
lid was largely intact until a se-
ries of disclosures — some re-
quired of the CIA, some not —
revealed a tale of tragedy, miscal-
culation, misery, and personal
triumph, as well as the agency’s
misplaced confidence it could
manipulate events in China.

Three years ago, the CIA de-
classified an internal history of
the affair. Now it’s hired a film-
maker to produce an hourlong
documentary. 

The CIA does not plan to re-
lease the film publicly. But the
agency premiered it for employ-
ees last week at its Langley, Va.,
headquarters, and an AP report-
er attended.

Downey and Fecteau declined
through CIA officials to be inter-
viewed for this story. They at-
tended the film screening and
were flooded with applause and
agency autograph seekers.

Their tale forms part of the
backdrop to today’s uneasy US-
China relationship, especially
Beijing’s anger over American
military support for China’s anti-
communist rivals on Taiwan.

In the early years of the Cold
War, the CIA had a rudimentary
paramilitary force — those with
specialized skills to conduct
high-risk, behind-the-lines oper-
ations.

Downey and Fecteau were as-
signed to a covert program in-
tended to create a resistance net-
work. Small teams of
noncommunist Chinese exiles
were airdropped into the Man-
churia area of China to link up
with disaffected communist gen-
erals. The goal was to destabilize
Mao Zedong’s new government
and distract it from the Korean
War, which Chinese forces had
entered two years earlier.

The plan failed — badly.
‘‘The CIA had been ‘had,’ ’’ the

late James Lilley, who helped
train agent teams for insertion
into China, wrote in his 2004
memoir, ‘‘China Hands.’’ There
were no dissident communist
Chinese generals to be found,
and the Chinese on Taiwan and
Hong Kong who sold the idea
turned out to be swindlers, Lilley
wrote.

‘‘The whole program smacked
of amateurism,’’ CIA historian
Nicholas Dujmovic says.

Donald Gregg, who came into
the CIA with Downey in 1951
and had dinner with him the
night before his ill-fated flight,
faults those in the CIA who over-
sold the program.

‘‘That was a wild and woolly,
swashbuckling time in the agen-
cy’s history,’’ Gregg said in an in-
terview. ‘‘There was pressure
from presidents for regime
change here and there, and it
was a very damaging time.’’

Fecteau was released by Chi-
na in December 1971 and Dow-
ney in March 1973, shortly after
President Nixon publicly ac-
knowledged Downey’s CIA con-
nection.

Remarkably, once home Dow-
ney and Fecteau resumed nor-
mal lives. Downey earned a law
degree from Harvard and be-
came a judge. Fecteau returned
to his alma mater, Boston Uni-
versity, as assistant athletic di-
rector.

Lessons of failed spy mission
New Englanders’
story used as 
CIA teaching tool

ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTOS/FILE

CIA officers Richard G. Fecteau (left) and John T. Downey were
imprisoned by China after their plane was ambushed.
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A new law puts millions of
residents at risk by allowing
municipalities and private
ambulance companies to cut in
half the number of paramedics
in advanced life support ambu-
lances, paramedics and EMTs
said. Metro, B1.

About 5,300 cyclists from 34
states and six countries par-
ticipated in the 31st annual
Pan-Mass ride, with event
organizers expecting to surpass
the $31 million fund-raising
goal. Metro, B5.

Elena Kagan was sworn in as
the 112th justice, becoming
just the fourth woman to serve
on the US Supreme Court. 
The Nation, A8.

‘‘There are times when the
Commonwealth’s
propensity to thumb its
nose at the rest of the
country is noble or
endearing or just an
expression of the fact that
we are very different
from, say, Arizona and
Alaska. So we voted for
George McGovern. And
we were the first to
legalize gay marriage. But
this is a case of
Massachusetts being
different for no good
reason.’’ A2.

POINT OF VIEW: KEVIN CULLEN

In the news

Have a news tip? E-mail 
newstip@globe.com or call
617-929-TIPS (8477). Other
contact information, B2.
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POP ACTS
IN BOSTON
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SPORTS: 

Second in a series of occasional arti-
cles on bullying and its impact on chil-
dren, adults, and institutions.

By Sarah Schweitzer
GLOBE STAFF

SANDWICH, N.H. — In a cabin of
boisterous, athletic boys, there, too,
was Cole. The 10-year-old is a devout
comic book reader. An only child, he is
close to his parents, favors large T-
shirts that hide his bulky frame, tends
to hover close to people he wants to
befriend, and prefers arts and crafts to
the sports activities offered at Camp

Hale.
It didn’t take long for the taunts to

come, many of them focused on his
weight. 

‘‘Cole looks like a big bear,’’ was
among the least hurtful.

Counselors were quick to act. They
recalled their three-hour training
session on bullying and called out the
boys lobbing the taunts. They told Cole
to be strong. The taunts continued. On
the third night of camp, before bed-
time, they gathered the boys.

‘‘I tried to explain to them that not
everyone is the same and you have to

meet people where they are at,’’ 
recalled Royal Nunes, the 19-year-old
lead counselor in the bunk of seven
boys. ‘‘I had Cole talk about how he
felt; he said he felt sad. Then the whole
cabin got up and apologized and
agreed to work together toward not
doing that.’’

A few days later, the taunts began
anew.

Like schools, camps are confronting
the challenge of bullying. In the after-
math of the case of Phoebe Prince, the
teenager who killed herself last spring 

THE COURAGE 
OF A BOY NAMED COLE

KAYANA SZYMCZAK FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

At Camp Hale in Sandwich, N.H., Cole sat alone on a bench, watching campers swim and play in the lake.

Camp is where memories are made and life lessons
learned. But camp also can be a free-fire zone for bullies.

Cole knows. His camp memories this summer are 
of rejection and loneliness; the lesson was how to
persevere. And in his sweet, quiet way, Cole did.

BULLYING, Page A12

By Matt Viser
GLOBE STAFF

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Representative
Mary Jo Kilroy, one of nearly three dozen
freshman Democrats elected on the coat-
tails of President Obama, has been true to
her campaign vows. She supported virtual-
ly every component of the Obama agenda,
and she recently stood beside House Finan-
cial Services chairman Barney Frank of
Newton to declare her pride in backing a 
financial regulatory bill.

Now, however, the Ohio Democrat is in
the midst of a bitter reelection campaign,
forced to defend her vote on financial re-
form. And health care. And climate change.
And federal stimulus spending.

Like many first-term Democrats, Kilroy
is hoping that her support of Obama’s pri-
orities will help reelect her, even as Repub-
licans plan to use the same votes against
her. Fighting for her political life, Kilroy ex-
emplifies the challenge facing the fresh-
man class of Democrats across the 

Freshman
Democrats
face tough
House run
Key target as GOP
seeks a comeback

FRESHMAN DEMOCRATS, Page A3

By Tracy Jan
GLOBE STAFF

It was once called the Pentagon on the
Charles, a campus of imposing limestone
structures connected by long corridors
where some of the nation’s most significant
military advancements were hatched.

Here, at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, scientists developed radar
used to help track and direct fire at German
cruise missiles during World War II. Dur-
ing the Cold War, university researchers de-
signed the nation’s air defense and missile
guidance systems. More recently, its profes-
sors and graduate students have been
working with the Army on nanotechnolo-
gies to protect soldiers on the battlefield.

RESEARCH FUNDING AT MIT
Total research expenditures adjusted
for inflation to constant 2009 dollars.

DAVID BUTLER/GLOBE STAFF

* Includes federal funding for Lincoln Labs, nearly all
of which is defense-related
SOURCE: MIT
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In billionsDepartment of
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All other
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Leak case
spotlights

an MIT divide
A defense research
giant, with a long

tradition of defiance

MIT, Page A13

By Erin Ailworth
GLOBE STAFF

CARLISLE — Linda Ruben-
stein puttered around her kitch-
en, pink earrings flashing as she
talked about her social life, her
business, her teenage son. 

She might not have any of
those things without Genzyme
Corp., Rubenstein said, as she
prepared a cup of iced tea. The
Cambridge biotech not only
makes the drug that keeps her
alive, but has also introduced her
to patients with whom she shares
the rare enzyme deficiency
Gaucher disease. 

Genzyme has helped her
through her pregnancy, and its
employees ironed out insurance
issues when she started a home
business. After 20 years of
support, Rubenstein and Henri
Termeer, Genzyme’s chief exec-
utive, have talked often enough
that he asks after her son. 

‘‘He knows me,’’ Rubenstein
said. ‘‘He made it his business to
know.’’

Genzyme has become one of
the giants of the biotechnology
industry by selling very expen-
sive remedies for diseases so rare 

Genzyme talks trigger patient jitters

DINA RUDICK/GLOBE STAFF

After 20 years of support, Linda Rubenstein, a
Gaucher patient, says the chief executive knows
her. ‘‘He made it his business to know,’’ she said.

Drug firm nurtured bonds with 
customers, but what if it is sold?

GENZYME, Page A11

Ten members of a med-
ical team — six Ameri-
cans, two Afghans, one
German, and a Briton —
were gunned down in an
attack by the Taliban. The
team was led by a doctor
who earned his degree at
the New England College
of Optometry.
The World, A5.

Deadly attack
on aid team in
Afghanistan 
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after suffering the slings of bul-
lies at South Hadley High School,
the risk of not taking action is
too high, in the view of many
camps. But what of a case like
Cole’s? Over the course of three
weeks, counselors would devote
time, energy, and resources to
ending the bullying of Cole, only
to arrive, with difficulty, at a rec-
ognition of the limits of what
they could do in the short span of
a camp session.

As part of the Globe’s ongoing
examination of bullying and
adults’ efforts to control it, a re-
porter spent parts of a recent ses-
sion at Camp Hale, where ad-
dressing bullying was a focus this
summer. With the permission of
parents, the Globe was permitted
to interview campers, including
Cole, and to observe their daily
interactions. To safeguard their
privacy, the paper is identifying
Cole and his parents only by
their first names and withhold-
ing the names of other campers
quoted in this report. 

Specialists say that children
can be especially prone to bully-
ing at camp, as they try to estab-
lish their place in the social order
of the new setting. Forming alli-
ances and cliques that exclude
one child is a typical ploy, an easy
means of gaining power and sta-
tus. Such bullying can be espe-
cially hard on a child in a 24-
hour-a-day environment, far
from home and normal social
supports.

It is now standard practice for
camps to hold in-depth training
sessions for counselors on bully-
ing, taught by either a child psy-
chologist or camp administrator. 

Campers, too, are briefed on
bullying and asked to incorpo-
rate a no-bullying pledge into
‘‘bunk agreements’’ that are
drawn up at the start of many
sessions. 

Camps have stepped up su-
pervision during transitions be-
tween activities, such as the walk
from the archery range to the wa-
terfront, when bullying often oc-
curs. Supervision is particularly
intense at the start of camp.

‘‘The first couple of days are
times of high social complexity;
it’s when the kids are just getting
to know one another,’’ said
Heather Kiley, director of Camp
Merrowvista in Center Tuftonbo-
ro, N.H. ‘‘So it’s then that a staff
member’s presence is very im-
portant. It allows kids to transi-
tion into the community. It cre-
ates a safe environment where
kids can relax.’’

Certain rites of summer camp
are being rethought. Pranks —
even the tamer ones, such as fill-
ing shoes with shaving cream —
are no longer allowed at some
camps, or only with counselor
supervision, for fear that they
will be aimed at the most vulner-
able few.

For many camps, such poli-
cies are selling points to parents. 

‘‘Camping is a very competi-
tive market; there are choices,’’
said Greg Pierce, director of
Pierce Camp Birchmont in Wol-
feboro, N.H. ‘‘Parents are looking
for the best possible environ-
ment.’’

Camp directors say the
strongest line of defense against
bullying remains the counselors,
many of whom are teenagers
themselves, often just a few years
older than their campers.

‘‘To be a great counselor, you
have to spend time with the diffi-
cult child, the child who cries all
the time,’’ Jerrell Cox, director of
Camp Hale, told his staff days be-
fore the start of camp. ‘‘The
meaningful relationship will car-
ry you through the summer, so
that when someone says some-
thing, he’ll come to you and tell
you. Then you can go to the bully
and say, ‘What’s going on?’ ’’

He continued: ‘‘We have to
show them that we are vigilant.
We are attentive. Our goal is to
prevent bullying 100 percent.’’

A counselor with authority
Camp Hale is spread along

the shores of Squam Lake, not
far from the filming site of ‘‘On
Golden Pond.’’ It is tidily rustic,
with tin-roofed cabins lined with
metal frame beds and exposed
rafters that beg to be swung
from, and sometimes are. The
start of meals and activities is
signaled with the scratchy re-
cording of a bugle call, blaring
from loudspeakers. The all-boys
camp, founded in 1900 and oper-
ated by the nonprofit United
South End Settlements, draws
campers principally from the
South End, Roxbury, and Dor-
chester. Many come from low-in-
come families, and financial aid

is afforded, though parents are
expected to contribute.

Cox, the camp director, is a
26-year-old Boston native who
wears his hair in long braids and
uses a brand of authoritarian
tenderness with his charges. The
threat of getting sent to Mr. 
Jerrell is enough to stop most
campers in the midst of an in-
fraction, be it talking back or
wearing pants low enough to
show boxer shorts. (‘‘We are gen-
tlemen here.’’) 

Yet there is a sensitivity in Cox
that gives him an uncanny ability
to size up 10-year-old boys and
sift through their maze of emo-
tions and antics.

‘‘When he talks to me, I feel
calm,’’ Cole said of Cox.

From day one, Cox kept an eye
on Cole. Cole had attended Camp
Hale the year before and had
been the target of jibes. Cox had
encouraged Cole to return this
summer, talking with his mother
and father and empathizing with
Cole, telling him about how he,
too, had been a heavy-set kid
when he attended Camp Hale
years earlier. He had also been
made fun of. A counselor had
consoled him and given him
strength, he recalled. He wanted
Cole’s counselors to do the same
for him.

‘‘We have to let them know
that they are perfect the way they
are,’’ he told counselors in the
training session before camp be-
gan, referring to children like
Cole. ‘‘These are the sorts of
things we want to build up in
these children.’’

Cox knew that for Cole, as for
many campers, the basic struggle
was simply making friends. Cole
is not a natural at the verbal vol-
leying of 10-year-olds. He does
not watch sports, leaving him
unable to participate in a major
topic of conversation. His friends

at school in Boston tend to be in-
terested in science and his favor-
ite style of comic, anime. Boys
with those interests are in short
supply at camp, but especially in
his cabin. To seek acceptance,
Cole tended to push his way into
groups, often playfully poking
people, a move that soon grated
on other campers.

‘‘Cole was following everyone
and poking people,’’ said a tall
boy with braces from Roxbury
who was friends with Cole last
summer. ‘‘I forgot that I was
friends with Cole.’’ 

‘‘He was annoying,’’ said an-
other boy, from Mattapan.

The boys made a pact.
‘‘We decided we would all just

laugh at Cole,’’ one of them said.
When the laughing began,

Cole sobbed, so hard at times
that he could not explain to
counselors what had happened. 

The crying, counselors say, ce-
mented Cole’s trajectory.

The other kids ‘‘realized he
was an easy target,’’ Nunes said.

Counselors convened the all-
bunk meeting of the boys and
discussed Cole’s situation at their
Sunday night all-staff meeting.
Afterward, counselors campwide
began tending to Cole.

‘‘I made sure to say hi to Cole,’’
said Jonn Semexant, a 22-year-
old counselor from Medford. ‘‘I’d
celebrate the little things, like his
being on time to line-up. I’d ask
Cole: ‘What’s up? Love you bud-
dy.’ ’’

‘‘Cole is a sensitive kid,’’ said 
Heather Favot, the camp nurse.
‘‘He internalizes everything. . . .
When he’d come to see me, he’d
want hugs. So each day, I tried to
be sure I saw him.’’

Counselors emphasized to
Cole that he needed to feel proud
and push back against his tor-
menters.

‘‘You got to love yourself,’’

Nunes recalled telling Cole.
A few days later, Cole took

him at his word. When a scuffle
broke out in the bunk, one boy
pushed Cole, and another boy
yelled at him. Cole did not cry.
He punched one of the boys.

Counselors could not abide
Cole’s hitting another child, but
they inwardly cheered him. He
had stood up to an adversary in
front of the other boys. Now their
task was to rechannel Cole’s
push-back.

‘‘We put forth the message
that if he wants to stand up for
himself, he needs to use words,’’
Cox said. ‘‘It’s kind of a mixed
message: We want them to take
these sorts of things into their
hands but not literally.’’

There were other signs of
Cole’s emerging strength. He ex-
celled in archery and arts and
crafts. He climbed 2,000-foot
mountains. He made friends
with two boys in different cabins,
quiet, inward boys like him. And
on July 10, at the close of parents
weekend, Cole seemed more at
ease than he had been the previ-
ous year when he had stood, cry-
ing, as his parents drove away.
This year, before they had
reached the parking lot, Cole said
to them, ‘‘Mommy and Daddy, I
am very proud of you.’’ Then he
walked away, said his father,
John.

‘‘It made me feel so good to
see him walk away before we
reached the car,’’ his father said.

It was progress, but Cole’s
problems had not been com-
pletely solved. The boys in Cole’s
bunk, as far as adults could see,
were doing what they had
pledged. 

‘‘He’s everyone’s friend in the
cabin,’’ one boy said, but then
confessed that they treated Cole
differently when parents and
counselors were away. ‘‘It’s all
fake-playing,’’ the boy said. ‘‘The
cabin doesn’t like him because
he’s getting everyone in trouble.’’

In an interview shortly after
parents weekend, when asked
about his friends at camp, Cole
made quick mention of two
friends in other cabins but none
in his own. He said that he some-
times told his counselors about
the bullying, but other times
handled it himself.

‘‘I’m sometimes mean to kids 
because they bother me,’’ he said.
‘‘It’s so hard.’’

Cole bent his head and caved
his shoulders. ‘‘They keep bully-
ing me,’’ he said. ‘‘And they said I
could go home.’’

Tears were forming, and he
looked up and asked, ‘‘But how
come I didn’t get to go home?’’

Dangerous consequences
Child psychologists say there

is little question that stopping
bullies is better than the laissez-
faire approach of 30 years ago,
when children were largely left
to sort out their own conflicts.

Research has shown that re-
petitive taunts and put-downs
can have long-term psychological
effects. 

Yet some say the new inter-
ventionist approach can go too

far.
‘‘There’s a danger of turning a

bunch of kids into victims, in-
stead of standing up for them-
selves,’’ said Ethan Schafer, a
child psychologist who advises
summer camps. ‘‘We do have to
teach kids not to run to adults for
every conflict that comes up.’’ 

A counselor at Camp Hale,
Jake Giberson, 19, put it this
way: ‘‘When I was in camp, there
used to be less supervision.
There were a lot more fights, and
that was the end of it. Now, there
are a lot less fights, but things
never get settled, because we
step in.’’ 

But as parents demand more
safeguards for their children,
camps including Camp Hale
view strict antibullying policies
as mandatory, telling counselors
they cannot simply look the oth-
er way. 

‘‘Reporting [bullying] to us is
keeping a child safe,’’ Cox told his
counselors at one of the late-
night Sunday staff meetings in
the chow hall where bullying
control dominates the conversa-
tion. ‘‘Tattling is trying to get
someone in trouble. We want the
children to know the difference.
If someone is making their qual-
ity of life less, we want to know.’’

A difficult decision
On the last day of camp, six

boys huddled, playing a card
game. Only Cole lay on his bed,
reading a comic book. No one in-
vited him to play, and he made
no overtures to join the game. 

His counselor, Nunes, ap-
proached and sat on his bed.

‘‘Do you want to read or do
you want to play?’’

‘‘Read.’’
‘‘Are you sure?’’
Cole nodded, his eyes darting

across the comic panels.
Little would lift his mood, not

even learning from the nurse
that he had lost 10 pounds in
three weeks. 

‘‘I’m not coming back,’’ he said
as he walked away from the
nurse’s office to get ready to go
home to Boston.

When asked why, Cole shook
his head.

His counselor felt equally
downbeat.

‘‘I wasn’t able to stop a prob-
lem,’’ said Karriem Bowers, 16,
the counselor in training as-
signed to Cole’s bunk. ‘‘I tried to
be over-the-top strict, and it
didn’t work. . . . I tried the whole,
‘This is a fraternity, and you need
to treat everyone like they are
your brother.’ They absorb it and
release it.’’

He said time was against him.
Three weeks was not enough to
break the bullies and strengthen
Cole.

‘‘If we had another two weeks,
I believe the bullying would not
be a problem,’’ Bowers said.

Back home in Boston, Cole
told his parents, in dribs and
drabs, of the bullying, leaving
them pained over whether to
send him back for second ses-
sion, as planned.

‘‘I don’t want to stop my son
from going to a camp where he

can benefit, just because he’s be-
ing bullied,’’ said his mother, To-
nya. Yet when he came home,
she said, ‘‘my son had tears in his
eyes. ‘Mommy, please don’t send
me back,’ he said. And that
breaks my heart, to see my son
like that.’’

His father, John, was similarly
conflicted.

‘‘It’s a weird position to be in
as a parent,’’ he said. ‘‘It’s heart-
breaking because you want it to
work out perfectly but your life
can’t work out that way.’’ 

John said he knows his son is
still learning social skills and
often upends the process by try-
ing to press children into friend-
ship. ‘‘It’s so hard, because I want
to say to my son, ‘Don’t try so
hard,’ ’’ John said. ‘‘It’s only as an
adult that you realize that some
people are not going to be your
friends.’’

He believed that sending Cole
back to camp would help Cole
along a path to learning some of
those life lessons. 

‘‘My whole thing is I am rely-
ing on the counselors and the
camp,’’ the father said.

Cox wanted Cole back, and on
a Saturday afternoon, Cox visited
Cole with his parents at their
apartment. Cox explained that
the second session would include
older campers, the 11-to-14
crowd, who would be more ma-
ture and would probably be easi-
er for Cole to befriend. 

‘‘Cole is strong, stronger than
you think,’’ Cox recalled telling
his parents. ‘‘The bullying hurts
him at the time, but he’s able to
move on.’’

Cole’s parents agreed: Cole
would visit his uncle in Florida
and then return to Camp Hale
for the last two weeks of the sec-
ond three-week session.

Last Monday evening, the day
before his scheduled return to
Camp Hale, Cole sat with his
mother in their community gar-
den where they had watered
their tomatoes, hot peppers, and
green beans under the light of a
setting sun. 

When conversation turned to
the next day, Cole burrowed un-
der his mother’s arm, saying:
‘‘No! You’re not forcing me back
to New Hampshire. You’re not
doing it!’’

‘ ‘Why are you doing this,
Cole?’’ his mother asked.

‘‘I really hate New Hampshire
and that camp!’’

‘‘Do you know how many kids
never get a chance to go to a
camp like that? You’re getting an
opportunity to do other things,
Cole,’’ his mother said.

‘‘If those kids are picking on
me, I’m going to lose it,’’ Cole
said.

‘‘But did you lose it?’’
‘‘No.’’
‘‘And you won’t,’’ she said. ‘‘I

promise you will be all right. Mr.
Jerrell will make sure he looks af-
ter you. OK? Kids are kids. You’re
a kid.’’

Cole looked up at his mother
and smiled.

‘‘Are you going to be OK?’’
‘‘I hope so,’’ he said, entwining

her hand in his.

Summer camps confront challenge of bullying

PHOTOS BY KAYANA SZYMCZAK FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

‘‘I tried to explain to them that not everyone is the same and you have to meet people where they are at,’’ recalled Royal Nunes (below), the 19-year-old lead
counselor in the bunk of seven boys at Camp Hale. ‘‘. . . Then the whole cabin got up and apologized and agreed to work together toward not doing that.’’
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Tim Thomas notched his third
shutout this season in 4-0 win
over Ottawa; Texas rebounded
with 4-2 victory against San
Francisco in Game 3 of the
World Series. Sports, C1.

Salem braced for what could
be a record-setting influx of
Halloween revelers, with the
forecast calling for no rain and
the holiday falling on a week-
end. Metro, B3.

President Hamid Karzai de-
manded a formal apology,
saying he was not informed in
advance of Russian participa-
tion in a NATO-led drug raid in
Afghanistan. The World, A9.

Tens of thousands gathered in
Washington, D.C., as Jon Stew-
art and Stephen Colbert led a
rally for ‘‘sanity,’’ poking fun at
the nation’s ill-tempered poli-
tics. The Nation, A18.

POINT OF VIEW:
DAN WASSERMAN

Opinion, K12.

In the news

Have a news tip? E-mail
newstip@globe.com or call
617-929-TIPS (8477). Other
contact information, B2.
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A GUIDE TO
HEALTH &
HAPPINESS

TRAVEL M1

FLORIDA
From Pensacola oysters
to Miami food trucks

MOVIES N7

THE SCENES THAT
MADE US SQUIRM
Ty Burr on unshakable movie moments

By Eric Moskowitz
GLOBE STAFF

SCITUATE — Three years after
the Greenbush train made its inau-
gural run, ridership on the $534 mil-
lion commuter rail extension is far
below the MBTA’s projections, and
those who do take it are more likely
to be former passengers of the T’s
own commuter boats than motorists
lured away from the South Shore’s
congested highways.

Last week, according to the T, an
average of 2,133 weekday customers
rode the line toward Boston, about
half the 4,200 riders the transit agen-
cy had expected within three to five
years of opening Greenbush. Even
more sobering for the T is the fact
that ridership in each month from
October 2009 to June 2010 — the
most recent month for which com-
plete statistics are available — had
dropped below the levels in the same
month a year earlier.

MBTA officials and project sup-
porters who once said Greenbush
should not be judged until 2010 now
maintain that rail lines can take dec-
ades to reach their potential. They
celebrate the train’s ability to meet its

Greenbush
ridership
chugs way
behind goal
Dismaying results
after first 3 years

MBTA, Page A14

Third in a series of occasional
articles on bullying and its im-
pact on children, adults, and
institutions.

By Sarah Schweitzer
GLOBE STAFF

O
ne afternoon last
year, Susan retrieved
a phone message. It
was brief, to-the-
point, and the sort

that makes a parent’s heart stop.
‘‘There’s been an incident

involving your daughter,’’ the
high school assistant principal
reported.

Susan raced to the school and
was led to a room where she sat
next to her sobbing daughter as
the school psychologist began to
speak.

A boy who had been chatting
with her daughter by instant
message had convinced her to
send a topless photo of herself,
the psychologist said. He had
used his cellphone to send the
photo to others at the school. A
group of students who had long
taunted her daughter orchestrat-
ed the photo prank, which was
carried out by a boy who only
pretended to be interested in her,
Susan later learned.

BULLYING, Page A12

An epidemic of anxiety

ARAM BOGHOSIAN FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

SUZANNE KREITER/GLOBE STAFF

Danielle
Champoux
Bohnke of
Melrose helps
her son with his
shoes. She is one
of many parents
who have
concerns about
bullying. For
Susan, at left, the
horror began
with a phone
message about
her daughter.

Parents struggle
to help children
avoid bullying,

or survive it

By Frank Phillips
GLOBE STAFF

Barraged for months with at-
tack ads, competing messages
from the candidates, dizzying
poll numbers, and head-turning
news of drama, mutiny, scandal,
and sheer silliness on the cam-
paign trail, Massachusetts vot-
ers will finally deliver an answer
to the question of the political
year on Tuesday.

Will the state’s Republicans
finally rise from the dead?

Not since 1990, when fiscal
and political chaos gripped Bea-
con Hill, has such potential ex-
isted for major Republican gains
up and down the ticket. For the
first time in years, the party is
making spirited challenges for
statewide constitutional offices,
several of the state’s 10 congres-
sional seats, and in dozens of
legislative districts.

In many respects, Tuesday
will be a test of whether Scott

ELECTION, Page A19

CAMPAIGN 2010

HEADLONG DASH TO FINISH

JOHN TLUMACKI/GLOBE STAFF

Scott Brown (left) campaigned with Republican
gubernatorial candidate Charles D. Baker.

JOHN BLANDING/GLOBE STAFF

Incumbent Governor Deval Patrick, who holds a
narrow lead, greeted supporters in Natick.

JEWEL SAMAD/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

President Obama has launched a last-ditch
campaign to rally support for Democrats.

Up and down the ballot,
GOP is dreaming big

By Mark Arsenault
GLOBE STAFF

CHICAGO — President Oba-
ma embarked on a last-ditch
campaign marathon yesterday in
a bid to blunt the political rebuke
expected to be delivered by vot-
ers in Tuesday’s midterm elec-
tions, urging dispirited Ameri-
cans to give Democrats more
time to deliver on the promise of
change the president made two
years ago.

‘‘A lot of you got involved in

2008 because you believed we
were at a defining moment in our
history,’’ Obama told a massive
hometown crowd at a Chicago
rally last night. ‘‘I know things
are hard sometimes but this
country was founded on hard . . .
don’t let anyone tell you this fight
hasn’t been worth it.’’

Democrats are hoping they
can avoid the widely forecast an-
ti-incumbent wave that could
overturn the party’s majority in

OBAMA, Page A18

Obama returns to home
turf to rally party spirits

Home stretch
Deval Patrick and Charles
Baker each traveled by bus
to rally supporters and pick
up undecided voters in the
final frantic days before
Tuesday’s election. B1.

Race for the 10th
Vice President Joe Biden hit
the stump for William R.
Keating, the Norfolk DA
facing Republican Jeffrey
Perry in the 10th Congres-
sional District. B1.

Footing the bill
Parties’ national commit-
tees have spent heavily in
the governor’s race. B6.

Yemeni police arrested a
woman on suspicion of
mailing a pair of bombs
powerful enough to take
down airplanes, as details
emerged about a terrorist
plot aimed at the United
States that exploited se-
curity gaps in the world-
wide shipping system.
Meanwhile, investigators
hunted more suspects,
and an explosives expert
in Yemen was identified
by several US officials as
the likely bomb maker.
The World, A3.

Woman
arrested in
US-aimed
bomb plot
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‘‘Stop everything,’’ Susan re-
called thinking that day, as police
filed in to investigate the poten-
tially criminal transmission of
the photo. ‘‘This isn’t happening
to me.’’

The horror she felt is one that
parents routinely dread. With a
rash of high-profile suicides by
students harassed at school in re-
cent years and a new belief that
bullying can cause severe emo-

tional damage, incidents that
once might have been dismissed
as routine events of childhood
are now viewed by many as clear
and present dangers. Anxiety
about them has taken a place
alongside more familiar parental
fears.

‘‘The big worry used to be
stranger danger,’’ said Danielle
Champoux Bohnke of Melrose,
mother of a kindergartner. ‘‘Now
the people you know are equally
dangerous.’’

Interviews with a wide range
of parents — including some with
very young children — found ma-
ny struggling to cope with a
threat that can seem to lurk ev-
erywhere. Seeking advice this
fall, parents have filed into school
auditoriums for school-spon-
sored lectures and have often left
with more questions than an-
swers: Are they inadvertently en-
couraging problem behavior in
their children? What about the
dangers online? Is monitoring
Facebook enough, or should they
bar their children from using it at
all? Will they miss the warning
signs and wind up in a principal’s
office after the damage has been
already done? Or the unthink-
able: Could their child be driven
to suicide?

The worries over bullying to-
day are difficult for many parents
to reconcile with how bullying
was dealt with in their own
school days — recollected by ma-
ny as an unpleasant but passing
nuisance, something a child sim-
ply had to outlast or fight his way
through. Yet a growing body of
research shows that bullying
often has longlasting impacts,
particularly in an age when the
Internet and cellphones have
dramatically changed the land-
scape. Humiliating photographs
can be broadcast to hundreds
with the stroke of a keyboard.
Cutting remarks can come in
floods through instant messages
and cellphone texts. And it can
all happen outside the view of
parents or school administrators.

‘‘It’s scary as a parent dealing
with this stuff,’’ said Joan Shay of
Danvers, the mother of two teen-
agers. Like many parents inter-
viewed, she spot-checks Face-
book, insisting from time to time
that her daughter show her page.
She checks to make sure her
daughter has not been the recipi-
ent of untoward messages or, in
the wake of a new state law that
provides criminal penalties for
bullying, that she has not sent
any. Some parents go further and
demand their children’s Face-
book passwords so that they can
check in at any time.

‘‘Everyone thinks their kid’s a
good kid, but you want to make

sure,’’ Shay said.
As treacherous as the online

world can seem, some say they
worry most about what happens
at school, where small slights
might be nothing or might be the
first signs of something serious.

Liz Potter of Danvers, said she
now questions her 15-year-old
daughter intensively about her
friends and relationships — far
more than she did when her old-
er children were in high school.
‘‘I speak more candidly with her,’’
she said.

She has discovered, though,
that if she asks directly about bul-
lying, her daughter reveals little,
if anything. So she offers nuggets
of information about her daugh-
ter’s friends or happenings at
school, hoping to flush out de-
tails about how she is interacting
with others: ‘‘I heard such and
such. What’s your take on that?’’

Such efforts to head off bully-
ing before it becomes a problem
have extended to some parents of
very young children, like Sandi
Boyle of Newburyport. She is
planning to have discussions
with her kindergarten-age
daughter long before the girl is
likely to encounter harmful bul-
lying.

‘‘I’m already rehearsing,’’
Boyle said as she watched the girl
practice soccer. ‘‘I always have
these imaginary talks with my
daughter to let her know that she
should come to me the minute
she feels she is in that situation.’’

A number of parents said they
have begun to wonder if their
sons and daughters will be sub-
ject to bullying because they have
personality quirks that make
them stand out or because they
are quiet and could come across
as easy targets.

‘‘It’s hard because we want
him to remain a sensitive and in-
nocent and generally nice kid,’’
said Amy Hulse, whose fourth-
grade son in Newburyport has

had trouble with bigger boys in
his school. ‘‘But those are the
types who are seen as the weak
ones.’’

In a cruel twist for parents,
the recent attention given to bul-
lying in schools and homes has
made it more difficult to identify
true bullying, as the state has de-
fined it — patterns of harassment
including the ‘‘repeated use of
verbal, physical, or electronic ex-
pression that causes another
physical or emotional harm.’’

Children now are more prone
to claim bullying, even when
there is none, say educators and
parents. Some schools have
banned the term, for fear that
students will use it as an accusa-
tion when they merely don’t like
something another child did.

Doniel Kofel of Newburyport
has learned she must wade
through and carefully decipher
her 8-year-old son’s accusations
of bullying. ‘‘He’s said, ‘So and so
bullied me.’ And I’ve said, ‘What
happened?’ And he said, ‘We
were playing outside and he took
my shoes.’ ’’

Adding to the confusion, signs
of true bullying are often nu-
anced and deliberately hidden
from parents by children who
feel shame and embarrassment.

‘‘You have to be a perceptive
parent to pick up on the bully-
ing,’’ said Donna, a mother who
said her daughter was verbally
bullied and, at times, threatened
with physical harm in elemen-
tary and middle school. The
Globe is not publishing the last
names of parents whose children
have been involved in bullying,
or the towns or schools where
their children are students, out of
concern for the children’s pri-
vacy.

‘‘At that time, I just thought it
was the way kids pick on each
other,’’ Donna said. ‘‘I thought it
was just brats being brats. We
never called it bullying.’’

But then came high school. A
group of girls took to following
her daughter in the hallways,
calling her a slut and a whore.
Her daughter said nothing about
it to her mother, but Donna rec-
ognized changes — long retreats
to her bedroom, scant appetite,
and bouts of crying.

Eventually, she confronted
her daughter, who responded an-
grily but agreed to therapy. She
changed schools and is now do-
ing well, Donna said.

‘‘She has her voice back. She
doesn’t let people walk all over
her,’’ she said.

In other cases, disbelief and
pain can get in the way of a par-
ent’s ability to see that a child is
being bullied. Jeff, a father of two
boys in a Boston suburb, had lis-
tened for months to his wife re-
count the abuse his younger son
was enduring at his elementary
school — kids refusing to let him
play in games and verbally insult-
ing him. In his mind, true bully-

ing occurred at the middle school
level, not in elementary school.
In addition, his older son had suf-
fered no bullying. ‘‘It wasn’t
something I could grasp,’’ he
said.

Then one day, his son, who
was in second grade, told him
about an incident at school.

‘‘He said he had been on the
play structure and other kids
started walking on the other side,
back and forth, eyeing him. I
asked him what he did and he
said he never got off the swings.
He just stayed there all through
recess. And I got it. It was terror.
My son felt sheer terror.’’

With that realization, he
joined his wife in a battle to se-
cure a safer environment for his
son — ending with the transfer-
ring of their son from public to
private school after public school
officials failed to take their con-
cerns seriously, they said.

Friends often did not under-
stand the depth of their despair
over the abuse, leaving them feel-
ing alone and unsupported. ‘‘It
was like being trapped in a night-
mare,’’ said his wife, Patricia.

To be on the other side — the
parent of a child accused of bully-
ing — yields its own form of so-
cial isolation for both parent and
child.

Stacey, a mother of two
daughters in another Boston sub-
urb, said her elder daughter, a
shy and quiet girl, suffered bully-
ing for years. Then last year, her
younger daughter, who is bolder
and more assertive, was accused
in fourth grade of taunting a girl
in her class — climaxing when
the girl accused her daughter of
calling her fat, Stacey said. Her
daughter said it wasn’t true, but
the school transferred the girl
who made the accusation to a
new classroom. Soon, students
throughout the school were
taunting Stacey’s daughter as a
bully.

It has left her daughter emo-
tionally battered, Stacey said.

‘‘She is socially isolated and is
being accused of something she
didn’t do,’’ Stacey said of her
daughter, who is now in fifth
grade. ‘‘They have ruined her
reputation.’’

For Susan’s daughter, the road
back from humiliation has been
difficult. After the school’s dis-
covery of the widely distributed
topless photo, her daughter told
her that returning to her high
school to face the boy who had
pretended to like her and the oth-
ers involved felt ‘‘ like a black
cloak enveloping me.’’

Her mother removed her from
the school two weeks later, but
her daughter, who suffers from a
neurological condition and mood
disorder, spiraled downward.
She was eventually hospitalized
for emotional distress.

‘‘She is seeing there are people
she can trust, and hopefully she
will learn a lot more about cop-
ing,’’ said her mother.

Meanwhile, Susan’s life and
parenting have been radically al-
tered. She no longer allows her
two daughters to use Facebook,
which she considers ‘‘a weapon
of mass destruction.’’ She has
quit her job to focus on her two
daughters and she, like her hus-
band, is in therapy. She does not
plan to send her younger daugh-
ter to the public high school
where her older daughter’s abuse
took place.

‘‘I cannot walk into that build-
ing without pain,’’ she said. ‘‘I
would move out of this town, if I
could.’’

Sarah Schweitzer can be reached
at schweitzer@globe.com.

For many parents, bullying poses a baffling threat
º BULLYING
Continued from Page A1

ARAM BOGHOSIAN FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

‘The big worry used to be stranger danger.
Now the people you know are equally dangerous.’

DANIELLE CHAMPOUX BOHNKE, mother of a kindergartner

WENDY MAEDA/GLOBE STAFF

Stacey, a mother of two daughters, said her elder daughter
suffered bullying for years. Then her younger daughter, who is
bolder and more assertive, was accused of taunting a girl.
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A bomb planted by a college
student in Oregon was an
elaborate fake supplied by the
FBI, and the public was never in
danger, federal authorities said.
The Nation, A8.

Mayor Thomas M. Menino
was recuperating at home
after being released from the
hospital, where he was treated
for several days for an infection
in his elbow. Metro, B1.

A group of teens is pushing
for condoms and comprehen-
sive sex education programs
at all Boston high schools in an
effort to prevent pregnancies
and STDs. Metro, B1.

North Korea accused South
Korea of using civilians as
human shields around military
bases on an island that the
North hit with an artillery at-
tack last week, killing two
civilians and two marines.
The World, A13.

Cerberus Capital Manage-
ment, which bought Caritas
Christi Health Care, has a
history of quiet buyouts that
pay off. Money & Careers, G1.

Parents who have struggled
to find work turn to Globe
Santa to help give their three
daughters some joy this Christ-
mas season. Metro, B2.

In a new book, Lizzie Borden
is a colorful, caring person
who bears no resemblance to
the monster of popular culture.
Metro, B1.

‘‘It’s distressing to see so
many people ready to set
aside the religious
tolerance that is supposed
to make this country
special when it comes to
this one faith — and with
so few repercussions.
Some of the people I
spoke with before the MIT
fund-raiser worried that
Muslims would never find
acceptance here.’’
Metro, B1.

POINT OF VIEW:
YVONNE ABRAHAM

In the news

Have a news tip? E-mail
newstip@globe.com or call
617-929-TIPS (8477). Other
contact information, B2.

Holiday style
GLOBE MAGAZINE

THE SEASON’S CHICEST PARTY DRESSES
PLUS: Three destinations for unique gifts
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GETTING
IN THE
SPIRIT

Fourth in a series of occasional articles
on bullying and its impact on children,
adults, and institutions.

By Jenna Russell
GLOBE STAFF

GLOUCESTER — A dozen years have
passed since Anthony Testaverde roamed
the halls of Gloucester High School in fear.
Yet the 29-year-old remembers the bully-
ing like it was yesterday: the unsupervised
locker room that flooded him with terror.
The boy who held his arms while another
classmate punched him. The day they
slammed his head into a metal locker:

‘‘Why don’t you just kill yourself?’’ they
asked.

ºInside the bullied brain — Ideas, K1.

On the worst days, when he came home
aching with self-loathing, Testaverde told
his mother he was going to take a nap.
Instead, he retreated to his wood-paneled
bedroom and lit a candle, held the blade of
his pocket knife over the flame, and then
pressed the red-hot metal to his flesh. A
decade later, the damage is still visible, in
the shape of a small white burn mark on

A WORLD OF MISERY
LEFT BY BULLYING

SUZANNE KREITER/GLOBE STAFF

Anthony Testaverde, 29, still recalls how it felt to be bullied. He says it influenced his decision to skip
college, and he has found it hard to stay at one job, because even minor workplace conflicts trigger fears.

Name-calling, beatings, other tactics can
influence a victim’s life long after high school

Testaverde, shown in
high school, dreaded
the locker room. BULLYING, Page A18

By John M. Guilfoil, Andrea Estes,
and Stephen Smith

GLOBE STAFF

WELLS, Maine — The longtime sheriff of Mid-
dlesex County, James V. DiPaola, was discovered
dead yesterday from an apparently self-inflicted
gunshot wound in a resort in this coastal town,
authorities said.

DiPaola, a 57-year-
old Democrat with
more than 30 years in
public service, had an-
nounced abruptly a
week ago that he would
retire in January, after
being questioned by the
Globe about his plans to
collect a state pension
while continuing to
serve as sheriff. He had also acknowledged an
ethics investigation into his office.

A statement released last night by the police in
Wells, a southern coastal town, said DiPaola was
discovered by hotel workers lying on a bed, with a
gunshot wound to the head.

A hotel maid had become concerned when Di-
Paola failed to leave his room by checkout time
and summoned the manager of the Lafayette
Oceanfront Resort on Mile Road, who used a
master key to open the door.

Wells police said when they entered the room,
they found a note several pages long that DiPaola
had left behind, along with the gun they believe
he used to commit suicide.

The Middlesex Sheriff’s Office confirmed ‘‘the
sudden death’’ of DiPaola, a former Malden police
officer and state representative who was first
elected sheriff in 1996 and reelected this month.

Middlesex
sheriff
kills self,
police say
DiPaola’s office was
subject of ethics inquiry

DIPAOLA, Page A3

By Joseph P. Kahn
GLOBE STAFF

During a 1962 news conference, a reporter
asked President John F. Kennedy if he’d consider
locating his presidential library in Washington,
D.C., after leaving the White House so scholars and
historians would have the broadest possible access
to it. No, he replied playfully, ‘‘I’m going to put it in
Cambridge, Massachusetts.’’

Then Kennedy talked more seriously, and with
uncanny foresight, about the future preservation
and dissemination of his White House archives.
‘‘Through scientific means of reproduction, micro-
films and all the rest,’’ he said, ‘‘it’s possible to make
documents available’’ not only to scholars visiting
his library but to anyone interested in presidential
history.

A few weeks from now, Kennedy’s prophecy will
begin to come true, in a way he probably could not

JFK, Page A11

Camelot’s archives,
available with the
click of a mouse

$10m project to digitize
JFK records underway

S
tanding outside a patient’s room on the
10th floor of Children’s Hospital Boston,
Kendrick Perkins, clad in a yellow gown
to prevent spread of germs, struggles
with a pair of rubber gloves. Perkins’s

hands are as big as dinner plates.
Inside the infection precaution room, 9-year-

old Roger Sarette lies in bed and plays with a
Nintendo DS. Roger is waiting for a liver trans-
plant. He’s also waiting for Perkins to snap those
gloves into place.

Finally ready, Perkins ducks under the tran-
som and steps toward Roger’s bedside.

‘‘Hey, Roger, it’s a pleasure to meet you,’’ the
6-foot-10-inch Perkins says as he hunches over
the edge of Roger’s bed. ‘‘I see you got a video
game going there in your hand. What are you
playing?’’

‘‘Lego Star Wars,’’ Roger peeps.
‘‘Yeah? What else do you like?’’ Perkins asks in

his soft Texas drawl.
Turns out Roger also likes Batman and Harry

Dan Shaughnessy

Aiming to comfort sick children,
Boston’s pros make the rounds

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL BOSTON

Kendrick Perkins dropped in to visit 9-year-old Roger Sarette
and Dawn, Roger’s mom, at Children’s Hospital Boston. SHAUGHNESSY, Page A10

Savard not
there yet,
but closer
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his wrist.
It is not the only scar he car-

ries.
Childhood bullying is an old

problem, one that has produced
generations of victims. And while
many of those bullied as children
move past it and thrive in adult-
hood, a surprising number say
they have been unable to leave
the humiliating memories be-
hind. Their accounts are support-
ed by a growing body of research
suggesting that the bullying ex-
perience stays with many victims
into young adulthood, middle
age, and even retirement, shap-
ing their decisions and hindering
them in nearly every aspect of
life: education and career
choices; social interactions and
emotional well-being; even atti-
tudes about having children.

Testaverde was an honor roll
student who dreamed of a career
in technology or engineering.
But he also suffered from a spinal
deformity, and said he was ostra-
cized as a ‘‘freak’’ and ‘‘hunch-
back’’ throughout his high school
years. He never went to college,
largely because he feared being
bullied again. A self-taught elec-
trical technician, he said he
might have done better for him-
self if it weren’t for the bullying.
Deeply self-critical and preoccu-
pied with what others think of
him, he said he cannot be at ease
in large groups and has found it
hard to stay at one job, because
even minor workplace conflicts
trigger fears and the urge to flee.

‘‘A part of my life has been
robbed,’’ he said. ‘‘It’s like the
show ‘Lost,’ where there are two
storylines — one on the island,
and one if the plane never
crashed. Sometimes I think
about what would have hap-
pened, if I hadn’t been as de-
pressed, if I could have taken
more risks.’’

Lingering effects
The Globe reviewed more

than 100 accounts by adults who
were victims of bullying in their
childhoods and who shared their
stories in interviews, e-mails to
the Globe, and in public online
forums. Common threads run
through their stories: the spotlit
vividness of the memories. The
anger at their own failure to fight
back or get revenge. A sense of
lingering impairment, felt again
and again in flare-ups of self-
doubt, anxiety, or rage.

Still burdened with intense
feelings of shame, many would
not agree to have their names
published.

Chris, 55, says he grew up

poor in Central Massachusetts
where he was scorned because he
was overweight and his father
was an alcoholic. He suffered dai-
ly beatings at middle school. As
an adult, he says, he is plagued
by fear and self-doubt, and feels
unable to extract himself from
the helplessness of his childhood.
‘‘To this day, I can’t seem to stick
up for myself,’’ he says.

Ken, 47, recalled the way he
coped with the mockery of class-
mates, at a Boston Catholic high
school, who incessantly chided
him for his effeminate voice. He
simply stopped talking, and re-
fused to respond even to teachers
who called on him. He went to
college but dropped out after six
months, he says, because he felt
disconnected from his peers, an
estrangement he attributes to his
suffering in high school.

Carl, a 60-year-old North
Shore man, said he was repeated-
ly beaten at boarding school in
Vermont. For decades after, he
flashed back to the night in 1966
that a 300-pound bully came to
his room and beat him so badly
he couldn’t get off the floor. ‘‘It
became like a demon to me,’’ he
said of the memory. ‘‘As time
passes, you think, ‘Am I going to
take this to my deathbed?’ ’’

Such tales are increasingly be-
ing supported by scientific stud-
ies concluding that bullying is far
from a harmless rite, and that it
can inflict lasting damage, some-
times of a severity more com-
monly associated with post-trau-
matic stress and sexual abuse.

The long-term effects can be
potent, researchers say, because
the hammering insults of bullies
act like fingers jabbed in the still-
hardening clay of identity.

‘‘Children are forming their
personalities, their self-aware-
ness,’’ said Michele Elliott,
founder of Kidscape, an antibul-
lying group that conducted a
groundbreaking survey of vic-
tims 10 years ago. ‘‘To have a
group of kids tell you you’re ugly,
you’re worthless, to deride some-
one for having red hair — it’s go-
ing to the very basis of who you
are.’’

Elliott’s unscientific survey of
1,000 adults was among the first
to point at a wide spectrum of de-
bilitating effects of bullying —
with large numbers of respond-
ents reporting they had dropped
out of school because of bullying,
experienced problems making
friends later in life, or had con-
templated suicide. Forty percent
said bullying affected their plans
for higher education. Sixty per-
cent said they felt angry about
childhood bullying years later.

The survey surprised re-

searchers for another reason:
They had expected 300 people to
respond to the questionnaire,
which was printed in newspa-
pers and handed out in London,
but got three times that many.

‘‘It was like uncorking a huge
Pandora’s box,’’ she said. ‘‘We
went into it with the hypothesis
that if you heap abuse on some-
one, it will have some effects, but
we were stunned that it lasted so
long, that people in their 50s and
60s were still concerned about
it.’’

Links to adult depression
Drawing conclusions about

the effects of childhood bullying
can be difficult because of the
many factors that might contrib-
ute to problems later in life, in-
cluding underlying mental dis-
orders. But studies have
attempted to account for a wide
range of factors, and researchers
increasingly are becoming con-
vinced as large, long-term studies
find links to depression, anxiety,
and low self-esteem.

One respected, long-term
study of 2,500 Finnish boys born
in 1981 found that children who
endured bullying in grade school
were two to three times as likely
to have a psychiatric disorder by
their early 20s, according to
records collected as part of man-
datory military service. Boys who
bullied were also at higher risk.

Even more compelling to
those who suspected the effects
could last decades, if not a life-
time, a 2008 study of 12,000
Danish men found that those
who recalled being bullied at
school had significantly higher
rates of depression at age 51 than
those who did not recall bullying.
The study, of men born in 1953
in Copenhagen, adjusted for dif-
ferences in social class and pa-
rental mental illness.

To those who study such ef-
fects, the findings are another
pressing reason to address the
bullying problem.

The Norwegian antibullying
specialist Dan Olweus, one of the
first researchers to link child-
hood bullying to adult depres-
sion, found that victims were de-
prived ‘‘of considerable joy and
satisfaction with their lives,’’ and
called for intervention, ‘‘not only
to stop current suffering, but also
because of the long-term [costs]
for these individuals.’’

Elliott put it another way:
‘‘This is searing, life-changing
abuse, that causes victims great
pain,’’ she said. ‘‘We never expect-
ed this kind of clear-cut, over-
whelming evidence about the
long-term effects.’’

Christina Bailey, 34, was

blindsided by bullying in seventh
grade. When her family moved to
West Springfield, she lost her se-
cure social standing and became
the ‘‘new girl,’’ slammed into a
row of middle-school lockers;
ridiculed and beaten; even de-
meaned by a teacher. She said
she ‘‘blocked out’’ most of sev-
enth grade, and still can’t bear to
say out loud one of the hurtful
names her classmates called her.

Today, she blames the bully-
ing for many of the fears that
plague her: She can’t handle crit-
icism. She can’t bear to be alone.
She is terrified of being the cen-
ter of attention, stricken at the
thought of embarrassing herself.
The mother of a 3-year-old with
autism, she is haunted by the fear
that he, too, will be preyed on.
‘‘It’s no fun to bully people who
can fight back,’’ she says.

Like a handful of other vic-
tims interviewed, Bailey has re-
cently taken steps to put her
painful past to use. The flood of
attention paid to the bullying
problem in recent months has re-
vived hard memories for many
victims, but it has also given
some an opportunity to fight
back in a way they could not
when they were young.

For Bailey, that meant lobby-
ing in support of the state’s anti-
bullying bill last spring, pressing
its urgency on legislators and col-
lecting testimony from other vic-
tims. For Alan Eisenberg, 42,
coming clean about his child-
hood agony has been frightening
but cathartic, an exercise in let-
ting go of fear.

His family moved to Lexing-
ton when he was 7; by third
grade, the sprawling, poorly su-
pervised school playground had
become a setting of electrifying
fear. He remembers watching the
bullies approach from a distance
as heart-thumping panic en-
gulfed him. In seventh grade,
when a bully threatened to kill
him in the woods, Eisenberg was
so desperate he stabbed the boy
with his mother’s nail file, a des-
perate, uncharacteristic act that
still appalls him.

As an adult, he built a success-
ful career, and told himself the
wounded part of his life was be-
hind him. Then three years ago,
in the aftermath of the Virginia
Tech massacre, as people ques-
tioned if the shooter had been
bullied, Eisenberg felt something
shift inside him.

He began writing about his
childhood, and cataloguing the
ways it had stayed with him,
from his fears of crowds and con-
frontation to his horror over un-
familiar places. He started a blog
and posted his personal stories

anonymously. Thousands of visi-
tors flocked to read it, and he
grew braver. Last summer, he
added his real name to his web-
site (bullyinglte.wordpress.com),
lifting the last veil he had used to
keep his secret.

It is, he says, the most fright-
ening thing he has ever done.
And that is why he presses on,
speaking to school groups about
bullying and making plans for a
documentary film in which he
would go back to Lexington, find
his bullies and interview them.

‘‘Admitting it happened to you
is admitting weakness,’’ he says.
‘‘Even as a parent, I was afraid to
tell my kids.’’

Triggered memories
Specialists say one reason bul-

lying can impart such lasting
shame and anger is the deep im-
pression strong emotions leave
on memory. Dr. Stuart Goldman,
an assistant professor of psychia-
try at Harvard, likens victims of
severe bullying to war veterans
with post-traumatic stress dis-
order. Years after the threat to
their well-being has disappeared,
their memories can be triggered
by an external stimulus, sparking
a primal fight-or-flight response.

Phil Leven, 55, said his years
being terrorized by bullies left
him with a rage that flares at the
slightest insult.

The computer programmer
from Douglas, who grew up on
Long Island in New York, said he
realized in his 30s why he was so
angry, decades after he was
pushed, tripped, spit on, burned
with a cigarette, and ambushed
repeatedly on his walks to school.

‘‘Now, if I even suspect some-
one’s disrespecting me, it’s only
with the greatest self-control that
I don’t assault them,’’ he said. ‘‘It
comes from being mad at myself
for not standing up for myself as
a kid.’’

Of all the searing memories
that stalk Testaverde, one comes
back to him most vividly. It is a
recollection of gym class at
Gloucester High School, where
changing in the locker room
alongside his bullies felt like ‘‘be-
ing in an enclosed space with a
wild animal.’’

That day, his attackers were
bolder, going at him on the gym
floor. As they did, Testaverde re-
calls, he had looked up to see the
gym teacher watching, shaking
his head in disgust.

‘‘That was the hardest thing —
seeing someone who had the re-
sponsibility to deal with it, who
wasn’t, because he thought I
wasn’t being a man or some-
thing,’’ he says. ‘‘It felt horrible,
and it felt like something I had to

live with . . . I felt like I probably
deserved it, because if it was
wrong, somebody would be do-
ing something about it.’’

He says he asked a guidance
counselor to change his schedule,
so he wouldn’t have to take gym
with the bullies, but he was told
the change was impossible. His
mother went to the school and
was told the abuse wouldn’t hap-
pen again, but it did.

Convinced that nothing could
be done, Testaverde withdrew in-
to himself. He stopped talking to
his parents about the bullying.
He contemplated suicide. To
avoid the locker room, he
stopped changing for gym class.
Increasingly, he stayed away
from school altogether, missing
two or three days a month his ju-
nior year, then one or two a week
when he was a senior.

He also abandoned treatment
for his back problem, which in-
cluded physical therapy and a
brace. ‘‘Why torture myself more
than I’m already being tortured?’’
he recalls thinking. His decision
to forgo therapy, driven by his
hopelessness and depression, led
to more health problems in
adulthood: chronic back, neck,
and chest pain; diminished lung
capacity; and digestive problems.
Surgery could improve his condi-
tion, but because of his modest
income, Testaverde says he can’t
afford the time away from work.

He moved away from Glouces-
ter after high school; he says it
made him angry just to walk
around there. He didn’t attend
his 10-year high school reunion
last summer, and he avoids driv-
ing past the high school when he
goes home to visit his family.

Testaverde married three
years ago, and with his wife, has
thought about having children,
but he wrestles with the fear his
child would be bullied.

He wants to advance his ca-
reer by taking college courses,
but ‘‘the idea of a school setting
still makes me nervous,’’ he says.
‘‘There’s that little nagging voice
inside that says, be careful.’’

Still, he is trying to move for-
ward. He decided to tell his story
to the Globe in the hope that it
would help people see the seri-
ousness of the bullying problem
— and might help to heal his own
wounds too.

‘‘It’s not just people picking on
you at school, and then you go on
and live your life,’’ he says. ‘‘It’s so
hard, when people think you’re
garbage. . . . My hope is that one
day people understand it can
change you completely.’’

Jenna Russell can be reached at
jrussell@globe.com.

BRENDAN HOFFMAN FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

‘Admitting it happened to you is admitting weakness.
Even as a parent, I was afraid to tell my kids.’
ALAN EISENBERG, shown at left in seventh grade when a bully threatened to kill him.
Now, he writes a blog about bullying. Below, he raked leaves with his sons Andy, 16, (left) and Zach, 12.

º BULLYING
Continued from Page A1

Bullies’ tactics can color life long after school
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SNOW CAN’T DO

Today: Cloudy, snow stays offshore.
High 34-39. Low 27-32.

Tomorrow: Storm remains at sea.
High 33-38. Low 23-28.

High Tide: 9:13 a.m. 9:53 p.m.
Sunrise: 7:09 a.m. Sunset: 4:14 p.m.

Full Report: Page B12

Alcohol poisoning deaths are
soaring in Massachusetts, and
health officials are pointing to a
number of potential causes.
Metro, B5.

Family and friends mourned
Sergeant James A. Ayube II, a
young soldier from Salem killed
in an Afghanistan bombing.
Metro, B1.

The family of Britney Gengel,
killed in the Haiti earthquake,
keeps her spirit alive while
carrying on her dream of build-
ing an orphanage in Haiti.
Metro, B1.

Hundreds turned up for Big
Papi’s Holiday Breakfast, the
Red Sox star’s fund-raiser for
Globe Santa. Metro, B5.

The United States is ‘‘very
ready’’ to counter should
Iran’s efforts to build a nuclear
bomb pose a threat in the
region, a top military official
said. The World, A20.

‘‘It’s no fun to have people
write negative things
about you, and to have
those things live forever
online. That’s a downside
of the First Amendment.
But free expression is vital
to democracy, and it
shouldn’t be vulnerable
to endless legal
maneuverings.’’ Metro, B1.

POINT OF VIEW:
YVONNE ABRAHAM

In the news

Have a news tip? E-mail
newstip@globe.com or call
617-929-TIPS (8477). Other
contact information, B2.
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By Mark Arsenault
GLOBE STAFF

WASHINGTON — The US Senate vot-
ed yesterday to end America’s ban on gays
and lesbians serving openly in the US mil-
itary, a historic reversal that ends one of
the nation’s most controversial social pol-
icies and signifies growing political toler-
ance for gay rights.

The measure, which now heads to
President Obama for his signature, will
result in the lifting of the ‘‘don’t ask, don’t

tell’’ rule that has led to the discharge of
some 14,000 gay service members since it
was established during the administra-
tion of President Bill Clinton 17 years ago.

ºLocal veterans react to repeal. A4.

Senator Scott Brown of Massachusetts
was among six Republicans who broke
ranks to help Democrats overcome a Re-
publican filibuster against the repeal
measure, by a vote of 63 to 33; at least 60

votes were needed to move the measure
ahead. Final passage came in a second
vote yesterday afternoon, when it was ap-
proved 65 to 31, with eight Republicans
in favor.

‘‘I just posted on my Facebook: if you
could only see the tears of joy in my eyes,’’
said Travis Hengen, of Weymouth, Mass.,
minutes after the Senate action. A 37-
year-old former Army counterintelligence
officer, he was discharged under the
‘‘don’t ask’’ policy in 2003. The Pentagon
will now ready plans for eliminating the
rule, taking what could be several
months, as stipulated in the new law, to
prepare for the transition.

In the meantime, Defense Secretary
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“don’t ask, don’t tell”
policy implemented

HOMOSEXUALS DISCHARGED
FROM THE MILITARY

SOURCE: Congressional Research Service
GLOBE STAFF

’80 ’85 ’90 ’95 ’00 ’05 ’09

0

500

1000

1500

2000

Senate vote ends ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’

REPEAL, Page A4

Repeal of rule signals trend toward tolerance

Scott Brown one of six to break GOP ranks

‘If you could only see the
tears of joy in my eyes.’
TRAVIS HENGEN, of Weymouth,
who was discharged under the ‘‘don’t
ask’’ policy in 2003

‘I hope that when we
pass this legislation that
we will understand that
we are doing great
damage.’
SENATOR JOHN MCCAIN,
Arizona Republican

Fifth in a series of occasional
articles on bullying and its im-
pact on children, adults, and
institutions.

By Patricia Wen
GLOBE STAFF

BURLINGTON — In the
associate principal’s office, a
Burlington High School fresh-
man wore an inscrutably blank
face as the administrator spoke

to him from behind his desk. The
administrator, Mark Sullivan, an
imposing man with a crew cut
and an ex-athlete’s swagger, had

summoned the boy to tell him a
story.

The glasses of a student with
special needs, Sullivan said, had
been mysteriously disappearing
from tabletops in a science class
that both students attended, only
to show up later in odd places
around the classroom. It had
upset the special needs student,
who suspected he was being

At Burlington
High School,
psychologist
Mary Clare
Hayes runs a
social skills
class that is
designed to
help troubled
students fit
in, an effort
to make them
less
vulnerable to
teasing.
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School confronts bullying head-on
A balancing act
between strict
new law and

common sense
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After two months, Robert Man-
ning Jr. couldn’t wait any longer. So
he asked his older sister, Governor’s

Councilor Mary-
Ellen Manning, to
help him get an an-
swer from the Pro-

bation Department about his job ap-
plication.

She gladly complied.
Manning called Probation Com-

missioner John J. O’Brien and told
him about her brother’s work histo-
ry, which included a stint as a court
security officer. ‘‘I just wanted him to
not be put into a pile and he’ll never
get a look,’’ explained Manning, who,
as a councilor, confirms Governor
Deval Patrick’s judicial appoint-
ments. ‘‘I didn’t ask for anything spe-
cial. But he was being passed over.’’

The intervention apparently
worked: In October 2005, the same
year that O’Brien’s office listed Mary-
Ellen Manning as the ‘‘sponsor’’ for
her brother’s job application, Robert
Manning Jr. was hired as a probation
officer in Waltham District Court.

But, along the way, his sister may
have violated state ethics law.

Manning is one of at least 28 poli-

Officials
helped kin
get jobs in
probation
State ethics laws
clearly forbid such
attempts at influence

SPOTLIGHT
FOLLOW-UP
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Third in a series of occasional articles examining chal-
lenges facing the University of Massachusetts.

By Tracy Jan
GLOBE STAFF

AMHERST — Charlie Ciano slipped into a quiet nook in
the hallway between classes and nervously flipped open her
laptop. With each passing minute, her chances of enrolling in
the courses she wanted next semester dwindled.

Fingers crossed, the UMass junior logged onto the univer-
sity’s online registration system. Just 20 minutes into her
assigned enrollment period, the screen was already crowded
with blue squares, indicating that half of her choices were full.

‘‘I know that in the end, I’m going to have to take some-

thing I’m not interested in just to graduate on time,’’ Ciano
said.

Overbooked classes are among the academic hurdles many
undergraduates face at the University of Massachusetts Am-
herst — a campus struggling to break into the top ranks of
public universities after losing nearly a fifth of its tenured and
tenure-track professors in the past two decades.

Classes at the flagship campus can be so large that some
students sit on the floor in lecture halls, leaning against their
backpacks, the walls, or the legs of fellow classmates. Nine
percent of all classes have more than 100 students — com-
pared with a national average of 2 percent, according to a
College Board analysis of public universities. Faculty lament

A course correction

MATTHEW CAVANAUGH / FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

The 469-seat Mahar Auditorium at UMass Amherst was overbooked for Randall Phillis’s biology class.

UMass tackles challenge of crowded classes, smaller faculty
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dent struggling with sexuality is-
sues and another who is balking
at the school’s recommendation
to receive psychological counsel-
ing and possibly medication.

The student with special
needs whose glasses were taken
in his science class comes up.
There are worries that he’s being
harassed in other ways. Someone
mentioned that he is enrolled in
the social skills class, an effort to
gently coach him away from
some of the awkward behavior
that seems to invite taunting.

As the meeting wound down
— after discussions on some two
dozen cases of potential trouble,
none specifically identified as
bullying — Hayes handed out
pieces of paper. ‘‘These are the
reporting forms that we have to
fill out,’’ she said.

Hayes, who is leading efforts
to help Burlington comply with
the antibullying law, believes in
the law’s benefits and in the good
that might be accomplished by
the forms.

‘‘I don’t know if we’ll be au-
dited,’’ she said as she passed the
papers, referring to the state De-
partment of Education’s chief
tool for enforcing use of the
forms. ‘‘But we just need to docu-
ment that we’re doing these in-
vestigations.’’

Hayes told the group that she
had completed one of the forms a
few days earlier — the first to be
submitted at the school — about
an alleged arm-twisting assault
involving two freshmen girls. She
said she gave it to Sullivan for in-
vestigation and further docu-
mentation.

Sullivan didn’t look up. Oth-
ers at the table looked eager to
move on.

‘‘Can we discuss this at the
guidance meeting next week?’’
another administrator asked.

Perception versus reality
Several weeks later, in late Oc-

tober, Hayes faced some 500 stu-
dents in the school auditorium as
she presided over an assembly on
bullying, helping satisfy a new
state mandate that schools pro-
vide ongoing training to students
and staff.

The presentation is hardly the
first Burlington effort to raise
awareness. The ‘‘No-bullying
Zone’’ signs taped to posts and
walls in the hallways were
around, in some form, well be-
fore passage of the new law.
Classes to help faculty and staff
identify distressed students have
long been a part of standard
training. And school-wide assem-
blies have been held for years to
promote tolerance and compas-
sion.

But Hayes said the attention
focused on bullying this year
could help bring important
changes to teenage culture. On
this day, she showed a film de-
signed to encourage bystanders

deliberately tormented.
Sullivan made no accusations.

But he held up a blue booklet for
the student to see, ‘‘Bullying
2010: Understanding and Imple-
menting the New Legal Require-
ments,’’ and ticked off possible
consequences for violating Mas-
sachusetts’ new antibullying law,
including prison.

The student’s expression
didn’t change.

‘‘You think I’m kidding with
you?’’ Sullivan said, recounting
the exchange later for a reporter.

Sullivan’s chat apparently had
an effect. The glasses stopped
disappearing. But there was one
thing the administrator did not
do: fill out the state’s new ‘‘bully-
ing prevention reporting form.’’
The forms, a creation of the new
law, are recommended as a way
to formalize how schools deal
with cases of suspected bullying,
encouraging a school investiga-
tion, a call to parents and other
authorities, if necessary, and a
lasting record of the incident.
But Sullivan and other top staff-
ers were fiercely divided over
their worth, with many believing
that such a strict process could
well make some situations
worse.

More pointedly, some of them
said, the forms reflect a mistaken
belief that the complex behavior
that confronts them day in and
day out can be reduced to simple
check-boxes identifying targets
and aggressors.

‘‘I don’t feel the need to com-
plete a form and put it in a fold-
er,’’ Sullivan said early this fall.
‘‘Sometimes you fill it out and
things get worse. It could ex-
plode in your face.’’

Burlington High, like all other
schools across the state this fall,
put Massachusetts’ new require-
ments in place amid a height-
ened public sensitivity to bully-
ing. Starting in September, the
Globe was granted wide access to
observe as administrators and
faculty grappled with details of
the law, trying to discern what, in
the waves of adolescent behavior
they confront, amounts to bully-
ing.

Identifying issues early on
In a cramped school confer-

ence room, a dozen Burlington
High staffers gathered around a
table, laptops open. It was 8:30
on an early October morning,
barely a month into the school
year. One by one, they listed
names of students ‘‘at risk’’ for a
range of problems. The words
that emerged as they read from
their notes told a story of con-
temporary high school life: preg-
nant, gay, foster home, anti-
depressants, divorce.

The meeting was a kind of in-
telligence briefing that is held ev-
ery other Tuesday. Guidance
counselors, administrators, and
a school psychologist go over
what they’ve learned about stu-
dent troubles — information
gathered from teachers, in meet-
ings with students, or in casual
encounters around school. Bul-
lies and victims tend to have
backstories of inner turmoil, the
staffers say; by sharing what they
know, they hope to target prob-
lems early.

Such meetings have been held
at the school for years, but this
year they are more frequent and
more urgent. The new antibully-
ing law could expose the school
— and individual staffers — to
lawsuits by parents or state au-
thorities if they don’t manage
these cases correctly. Today, 20
student names will come up.

At the head of the table, Sulli-
van raised the name of a teen-
ager who slugged a ‘‘good friend’’
over a bitter e-mail exchange.
Another student, he said, is
struggling with his parents’ di-
vorce. He seems consumed by
rage, and his interactions with
students and teachers are filled
with profanity.

Sullivan asked the school psy-
chologist, who runs a social skills
class designed to help troubled
students fit in, whether she could
accommodate the angry student.

The psychologist, Mary Clare
Hayes, shook her head.

‘‘I’m working with kids who
are potential targets of bullying,’’
she said. ‘‘That kind of puffed-up
behavior can be a problem with
those kids.’’

The staffers discussed a stu-

to intervene when they see an-
other student being harassed.
Then, standing near a stage at
the head of the room, she asked
the students to take part in an in-
teractive survey. Flashing ques-
tions on a large screen, she
prompted students to answer
with their cellphones by dialing
numbers indicating yes or no.
Then this question appeared:
‘‘Have you ever been bullied?’’

Seventy-four percent said
they had.

It would be a staggering fig-
ure, if it is true. But administra-
tors said it is hard to know what
to glean from it. Some suspect
that the attention given to bully-
ing in the past year has inflated
perceptions by parents and chil-
dren that it is happening to
them. The new law defines bully-
ing as a repeated act that causes
another person physical or emo-
tional harm. But students, par-
ents, and even some school staff-
ers differ widely on what that
means. Superintendent Eric Con-
ti said letters, calls, and e-mails
from parents now routinely in-
voke the word.

‘‘My child feels bullied’’ is a
phrase Conti heard a lot in the
early fall. ‘‘That sentence has
been added to everything.’’

Conti is even trying to dis-
courage use of the term at school.
He renamed a committee in
charge of shaping new antibully-
ing policies the ‘‘student empow-
erment committee.’’

Bullying, he said, ‘‘It’s a buzz-
word.’’

Assessing situations
Sullivan strolled through the

din of the school cafeteria one
noontime in early November
with the casual authority of a
beat cop. He waved and smiled
as students called out, ‘‘Hey Mr.
Sullivan!’’

He spotted a boy who had

skipped class the day before. The
student had come up repeatedly
in the morning meetings about
at-risk students, where staffers
had worried about incidents that
made him seem, at different
times, both an aggressor and a
victim. He has resisted being re-
ferred for emotional counseling.

Sullivan tapped him on the
shoulder: ‘‘Meet me in my office.’’

The associate principal
walked away, and some minutes
later the boy arrived. He didn’t
wait for the administrator to
speak, blurting out that a group
of students were harassing him
online, taunting him with slurs.
He pulled out his cellphone and
brought up a Web page to show
Sullivan the posts.

‘‘They send me bad mes-
sages,’’ the boy said.

Sullivan scrolled through. The
words were as the boy described
them, offensive and inappropri-
ate. But the boy had a history of
playing fast with the truth, and
Sullivan was wary.

He asked the boy if he had de-
leted some of the message trail to
hide his role in the exchange.

The boy denied doing that but
didn’t press his case any further.
After accounting for his missed
class the day before, he left Sulli-
van’s office. He has not raised the
issue with Sullivan again.

Sullivan didn’t fill out a form,
based on what he’d heard. It
wasn’t a situation that fit easily
into the official categories. And,
he said, he likes to ‘‘keep the in-
formal stuff in my head.’’

It is a style that he says has
served him well in four years at
Burlington. Even the bullying re-
port form that had been sub-
mitted to him by Hayes earlier in
the year — the case of a girl alleg-
edly twisting another girl’s arm
— had been easily resolved with a
common-sense approach, he
said.

The day after receiving the re-
port, he had summoned the two
girls to his office. The girls de-
nied there was a problem, saying
they were practicing an elaborate
handshake. At one point, one girl
felt her arm was pulled in a pain-
ful way.

It was ‘‘no big deal,’’ Sullivan
says the alleged victim told him.
Sullivan quoted the girl as saying
to him, ‘‘My mom took it the
wrong way.’’ Sullivan called the
girl’s mother, who concluded
that she must have misinterpret-
ed what her daughter said.

In such cases, the 34-year-old
Sullivan sees himself as a defuser
and peacemaker. He relies on in-
stinct and what he calls an inter-
nal lie detector to keep order in a
teenage world of tears, drama,
and half-truths.

As the school’s other associate
principal, Rick Sheehan, put it:
‘‘We referee humanity.’’

Anxiety over forms
Hayes sat at the head of a U-

shaped table in a large meeting
room. She was there to lead a
group of Burlington’s elemen-
tary, middle, and high school ad-
ministrators as they hammered
out a detailed antibullying policy
for the town schools, due to the
state by Dec. 31.

Hayes began: ‘‘Has anyone
used the form?’’

‘‘My take is that we should
document every incident and
leave it to the investigation to see
if it’s bullying . . . My take is that
we overreport, not underreport.’’

Instantly, the administrators
aired anxieties: Which incidents
rise to a level worth reporting?
Where are the forms filed? Do
they become part of students’
permanent records?

‘‘Knowing the answers to
these questions will be key,’’ said
one elementary school principal.

Hayes promised to get more

specific information.
The school psychologist, later

back in her office, said she has
been surprised to be fighting an
uphill battle for what seems to
her a simple and important prac-
tice — consistently documenting
problems to make sure none falls
through the cracks, potentially
preventing tragedies like the
high-profile suicides of Phoebe
Prince in South Hadley and Carl
Joseph Walker-Hoover in Spring-
field.

‘‘It strings together a series of
events that in isolation may not
seem like a big deal but could be
if you put them together,’’ she
said. ‘‘Maybe then a story is told.’’

Plans, policy in place
Her view has now become the

official way in Burlington. The
town’s school committee voted
on Tuesday to adopt a detailed
bullying plan. Conti, the superin-
tendent, made one thing clear to
his top staff: All incidents of al-
leged bullying should be docu-
mented in writing.

As winter break approaches,
administrators at Burlington
High are keeping up a hectic
schedule. College applications
and student recommendations
are due, finals are fast approach-
ing. They are pleased that, so far,
no major bullying or other be-
havioral problems have surfaced.

In some ways, however,
things have changed.

Sullivan was approached at
his desk last week by a guidance
counselor who relayed a poten-
tial bullying problem involving
two male students. The mother
of one of the boys had called, the
guidance counselor told Sullivan.
The boy had said to his mother,
‘‘I’m afraid to go to school.’’ A
classmate was allegedly threaten-
ing to beat him up.

As Sullivan looked into the sit-
uation, word came about Conti’s
message about the forms. Sulli-
van met with the boy and his
mother and spoke with the stu-
dent who had allegedly threat-
ened him. He learned that the
boys had once been friends but
had had a falling-out. The al-
leged perpetrator had felt humili-
ated because, he said, his one-
time friend was saying things
about his family. To stop the ver-
bal attacks, he had suggested
they fight it out.

Ultimately, Sullivan helped
them reach a peaceful settle-
ment. The boys were back in
school, apparently on better
terms.

Hours later, a white piece of
paper — a bullying prevention
form — arrived on Sullivan’s desk
from the guidance counselor. Ev-
erything was completed, except
for the investigation section.

Sullivan took out his pen.

Patricia Wen can be reached at
wen@globe.com.
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Antibullying signs dotted the Burlington High halls well before passage of the new law. Officials, such as Mark Sullivan (above), work to target problems early.

Futaba Shioda (kneeling) helped lead a talk on bullying among a group of freshmen. Under the
new state mandate, schools are required to provide training to both students and staff.

Burlington school leaders
confront bullying head-on
º BULLYING
Continued from Page A1
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